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I certify that none of the documents included herein 
have been denied bv the tribuna] +nd thet this document 
book has been exemined with the prosecution in secordence 


with the ruling of the tribune” deted 4 April 19465, 


Je certife cu’aucun des docum nts ci-inclus n'e été 

"o a - d. rm $ Lacy ' " . ecl , 
conteetà ner le Tribunel, et cue ce livre do aocumen*s & été 
exeminée per le Ministére Public svivent les règles av Tribunel, en 


date du t Avril 1946, 


Ich besta tire, dase keine der hicrin entheltenen 
Dokumente vor Cerichtshof scherelehnt wu : | lc 
okume ! "i j "beclehnt wurden und dass dieses 
Dokumentenbucb gemeinsam mit der Anklerevertretune durch- 


Fesehen wurde, in Uebcreinstimmune rit der Entsche?dunce 


D 


des Cerichtshofes vom 4. Anril 194. 
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Notarized end sworn testimony of the 
Benker end Swedish Consul-Genereal 
J Dre Otto SCAVIEWIND, of 18 M-rch 
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Notarized and sworn testimony of tho Benker and Swedish Consul=Cen ral 


Dre Otto SC-NIEWIND, of l8 March 1946, 


COPY 


Doce Registry No. 1209, 
aFFIDZVIT, 


Today, the efohteentn of Merch 
Nineteen hundred end forty-six 
18 March 1945, 
there eppeerod before ze, Dr, Hans NOBIS, sSotery et Munich, 


et my place of offico et tho tine at 29/11 Keufingerstrasse, 


et Munich - Notariat Munich XIV - 


DR. OTRO SC-NIEWIND 
Banker and Swedish Consul-General 
in Munieh-Sol!n, 16 Allescaorstresso, 
eccoróiin:; to his testincay born on 


lo suust 1687 ət Cologne, Catholic. 


I ascertained tho identity of Dr, SC-NIZWIND through 
presentation of his concontrotion-cap identity-card with nig 
piotozraph, of tne Allit^ry Gov. rnient end City adninistretion 


of Munich, Noe 625 or 10 January 1945. 
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SC-AC-T Exhibit Wo, 34 
As the subject pronounced his willingness to make a 
deposition in lieu of oeth, 
I pointed out end advised hin about the luport and the significance of 
such a deposition, especially with regard ts punishment, 
He then meade the following 


deposition in lieu of sath 








by steting to ne, the notary: 


I, 
In JULY or AUGUST of 1984 I nedo the nersonel acqueint-nco of Reich 


Bank President Dr. SCHACHT, wii by name end personelity had been. known 


to me for neny yoers. Dr. SOuAC-T at thet tine was roe-rdod es the nan wino 


in the opinion of the thoughtful -nå anti-Neticnel-S cislist circlos in 
Gcrmeny, alone sppezrod to be able to prevent a disastr.us dvevelopnent 
of Notional-Sceialist policy; zeny foreizners who had connections in 


Germany and cane to see us in 30vornuent offices w.re of the sane 


i 


opinion. It was well-known thet Dr, SC-AOGÜ wes not a Nazi; he we 
considered as liberal end was counted to belong to the bourzoois group, 
A large number of the higher civil-sorvico officiels, who elways had 
considered themselves tho survants of the State and not those of a 
party, and who viewed HITLER with Suspicion nä rejection believed 

to see in SCHACHT the Han, wao was ready and determined to protect 

the rights of the -ld professionel Civil Service system. Thess were 

the innumerable officials wno hed not belonged to one of the leftist 
pertics, or who hed not belonged to any party end therefore had retained 


their positions as professional officials; in this uenner st thet tine 


the full-blooded Jewish eolloacues. who hed teken pert in t.e World Wer had 


also remained in their positions es activo officisls, 
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Ihe officiels as a eroup hac elready seen many perties cone and co; 
the party pletforns hed always appeared few.nore severe before tho 
assuiption of power than becane reality efter tho assuyption of peower, 
enc. the officials hed alweys renseined conscious of the fect thet 
their expert work end devotion to duty would succeed in preventing 


Mejor mistakes and en undearanle development. 


Start before the s2vent of the tekine ovor of office by Dre 
STACI? as Reich Minister of Economics — in sutu:n 1934 — I in 3y 
cepacity as Ministerial Councillor (iinistorialret) of the Depertrent, 
with tho loncest period of service, hał tekeon over the work of the ailing 
Ministerial Director (Ministerialdircktor) end head of Section I 
(credits, finances, Danks, currency, Reich Benk, insurences, 
security for commerce with Russia) until Novenber 1934. Cur chiof 
ein at the tine wes to restrein the increasine National Socislist 
influence in the filling of positions which hed become vacant by 
keeping as many officiels as possible in their positions, who were 
opposoc to the party. In this nenner e severe friction ensued in the 
eutu of 1934 with the District Les^or (Gauleiter) of the rrovince 
of Saxony, LOErER, who wanted to appoint a narty menver acceptable t: 
hin — but who seened unaccept»^»lo to ne — as Director-General of the 
Sexonicn Fire Insurance Institution (Ssechsische foucrvorsictoruncs- 
anstalt). I had re Jectec the nen sugzested by tho District Los2or 
(Geuleiter) on,ry own responsibility end without sskin- Dr,SCXACUT, 
which caused the District Lenser (Geuleiter) to ecmplein ecout ne to 


OAT: Tn T tre * 6 T^ ' 
Dr, 2 0RACET, ef actine Reich ttinister of Eeonomtics. 
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This resulted in several discussions with Dr, SCHACHT, In these 
discussions Dr. SCHACHT showed himsclf to be a man who with 

growing concern became aware of the development which was pursued 

by the Hitler government contrary to its own party platform ond 

by increasing this program in severity. The party attempted to 

an increased extent to fill authoritative positons with people who 
were not suited cather as to experience or as to character but 

who in their blind perty-fanaticism were to pave tho way for tne 
p^rty in order to place the whole Gerna ational life under the 
party’ 8 influence, The Prosceution h^s described these incidents 
as tho "Struggle for Totalitarianism", In this manner a group of 
bigwigs (Bonzentum) was established, the like of which had never 
existed previously, Upright, decent officials wre to be removed 
from their positons under some pretext or othcr in order to make 
room for party members, Corruption began to invade the Civil 
Service system, once such a bad example had beon set by the 

highest Nazi officials and working efficiency gave way to a 

vicious form of bowing and scraping toward tho party. The persecution 
of the churches had begun, anti-semitism in varty circles reanpe red 
constantly, In 211 discussicuis which tock olece between Dr. SCHACHT 
end mysclf at that time (read: meantime), he showed himself as a 
bitter opponent cf all these abuses. In regard to personnel policy, 
we agreed already from the outset thet as many non-Nazi officials 

aS possible were to be retained in their position and that access 

to these positions would hove to be denicd to pro-Nazi olcments, 

The free-masons also found the full protection of Dre SCH..CHT, 


Reich Minister FRICK in a 
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circuler decree densnded the renovel of free=masons fron civil 





^ : s 
Scsrvice 


positions, Mr. SCHACHT replied in a letter, whica I hed occasion to 


read personally, that amongst frecemesuns he hed enc unt ered 


with higu cherecter qualities. 2e uimself had also been e fro. 


^ Y^ es ^n^ «35^ 
©ga S "ET € d 


therefore ho could not de expected to romove froe-uesonie officiels, With 


this policy alnost ovory day meant e stru;lo sgeinst tnings of tno nost 


disezroosblo neture, 


In Merch 1985, Dr. SCHACHT asked ne if I was prepered to take over the 


Lenezseient of Departnent I es Ministeriel Director (Minist ericldirektor), 


using the following words: " In this position I need a nen who 


is deturnined 


end nas the coursss to teke ection egeinst all this ess (Sehwoincroion), 


Isn't it sickening whet wo heve to experience froun day to dey 


well noted these words and also the inner exciteuent with which they were 


spoken; I heave often enough repeated then to iy wife «nd in the circle of 


trusted friends, and whenever I was asked how I, an anti-Nazi, 
been =ble to be prouotoàd to the post of a inisteriel Director 
diroktor), I have elwe;s replied thet I hed been pro..cted only 


was on anti-Nazi. There was no ddubt in uy Wind tiet SC-acal 


wWiole attitude would not heve entrusted ne with tho nanecenent 


Depertuent I, hed I been a Nagi. At eny rete, tho perty then 


My promotion and announced tnat it would obtein meteriel arain: 


had still 


ct 
C 
Hh 
js 
mn 


owever, since this wes not done within the prescribed tiie, SOZACAT 


wes able to heve my advancenont approved in the Reich Cebinet, 
I bog to excuse if it is so often necessery for we to present 


affairs here, put SC3ACZT'!s behavior in the: 


attitude most cloerly, 
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dow fer Dre SCHACHT went in this personnel policy cen be soon fron 
the fact that in Departnent I of the Reich Winistry of Econorics rot 
ea Sinzle one of the nine Ministerial Councillors (liinisterielractc) 


was a party member. Antiongst then there were men who harbored such 


^ 


m 


glowing hatre’ against li»tionel-Socislisn, thet ən exolosion could 
^" 


be expectec. every tine they hed to àie»1l with party menters. all this 


Wes known to Dr, SCHACHT end ell these officiels were supported sni 


f 
' 


retsinoc oy Dr. SCHACHT through 211 difficulties. anonzst the offici-1s 
there ves anong other one who wes married to a full-51ooicó Jowcss. Dy 
the purest chenge, this official hed not reccived s» questicnnsire in 

which information would have het to be rivon = out this guostion, Dr. 
SCLLC-T knew of it eni ceclerel it es naturel thet this officiel wes 
to 5e retains in his position. For enothor officiel who wontol t 
leave the service because of his not perfectly aryen wife Dr, 
has peved the way into the board of iircezors of one of our best 


Mortzaze banks (Eye thekenenk). 


Hy Cepertnent also Qoslt with the Reich cusrentees for the 


~ +- ~ 
a . — ^ 


-olivorics to Russia, and for this reason I know Dr, SCHACHT eénsidcred 
UTT, ER >S 4 - R 1 T "t 3f- l 
AITLER!s fi-ht arsinst Russis, ' "". o De wronz. In lengthy nesotications 


vith SJITLEH ho rou ht a? ^ut ext su ex Ud sad EA specially from the 
h ALTLER } ht ab extensive celiveries, especially from the 


Te Ja 1 " T -— - « E - ~ - r1 
Machine incustry to Russia, I often gained the imression thot lir.s0i.CH? 


= 


favored those celiverios else because of the fect that thoy served 


as & Means of procurine ermnloynent but dil not reelly further re=arriarnent. 


+ 


i ema ados 
Rr. SCILCHT on sever-l cecasions has ccntentelly pointed out in public 


= 26. 











0 0 


- 0010 


(Pace 113 of oriz.) SCHACHT Exhibit No. 34 


that nothing wes running as promptly and snootkly es the export of 
&ools to Russia. This strucele ecainst corruption, rerty »1-vi-s 
enti-Senitism, and inexpertness coulirot'feil in the course of the 
years to lead to severe clashes with alnost every Geuloitor. Tho 

most severe differences arose with the Brunswick rrine Minister 
KLAGGES and the Geulciter of Schleswic-Xolstoin ; LOHSE, In 

Brunswick the iresident of the State Benk was to »o dismisses for 

sone trivial reason and wes to be replaced by e rArty nenber with 

the solcen karty insisnia. The whole &uoervisory council (aufsichtsrst) 


of this bank, which consisted nelaly of lescin: rarty nenbers, 


revolted aceinst Dr. SCLC sri ne vher/ oppose? this plans I 
eppesrel at a session of this Supervisory council in 3Breaewick, 
and a severe clash occurred between the Lord layor of Biuuswitck, 
wno hel appeared in en SAé-uniforn, eni ne, thereupon I sent the 
Lord Wayor out of the hell 4n which the sessinn trk nlace ent 


finally dissolved the acniniístzstivo ccun.il, On the next wi ye 
elreacy iir. KLAGGES went to see NITLER in orier vo Llodee a co'jlrínt 
Sainst n2, In this, as ån ell ocher cascs, Dr. SCHACHT protected ne 
throu:h thick eni thin and ervercd ell my nersures,These were the 

years curing which Dr. SCEuACUT wes Ost ttionsly atte sked by 
rarty and the SS, end thet so severoly that ib, SCXLC7T ei5ted 


on Several occasions thet it did not nare any iifference to hin 


P Ye; eer Ee " ^ , Oe 
wacther/ lol in bez or cn a cendpile, 1.0. was shot by tho S5, 
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fhe. conflict with District Leader (Gauleiter) LOHSE hed the result that 
in March 1937 the State Prosecution at Kiel (Steatsanwaltschaft ) by 
request of the Gauleiter decreed imprisonment ezeinst me and two of 

my collaborators, Ministerial Councillor (Ministerielrat) Sperl and 
Senior Government Councillor (Oberresierungerst) Dr. PERDELWITZ because 
of activity nostile to Party end the stete. Dre SChaACdT tuok immediate 
action end it was only thenks to his personel intervention end that of 
GUERTNER the Reich Minister E Jutide at tae time that this order for 
arrest was never put into effect; however, under pressure of the Party, 
i hat to  . leave the zovernnent service (Reicusdionst) with loss 
of pension. 

Dr. SCACZT wes one of the men who represented the viewpoint that 
the ominous development of Nazi policy could only be prevented if one 
possessed power and influence end thet at the time of ə chenge in 
sovernment one could only grasp the power if one wes personally in the 
zovornient, Mr. SOZAC-T, theroforo,dem-aded of certain men not to 
leave the governuent service. In view of this fect I had already on 
Several occasions turned down offers of well-paid positions in domestic 
econony (Wirtscuaft ). When in tne eutusun of 1935 Dr. JEIDELS, now Vice- 
President of the Bank of Americe, then business manager of the Berlin 
Trede Association (Handelsgese21lscheft) asked me if I wanted to join 
the Berlin Trade Association as partner, I <ledly accepted, because 
I hed asked myself often enough if this strucele was not hopeless. ` 
Dr, Jeidols dealt in this matter with Dr. SCHACHT, who subsequently 
ned me cone and litere ly esked wistever wes to become of this ship 
of stato and its course 1f people like myself would lesve government 


service. 
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after my activity in the Reich Ministry for Economy hed been 
brought to a close, Dr. SCHACHT, who for aforementioned reasons felt 
a certain responsibility for my fete, enabled uo in June 1937 
to enter the Directorate of the Reich Benk, The Reich Benk st tha 
time was still en institution independant of the Reich government; 
in the appointment es a menber Jf the Directorate of the Reich Bank 
tue Party did nct neve any jurisdiction et all. Dr. SCHACHT told me 
on the occasion of this transfer thet I would heve to consider the 
new position as a quiet reserve-—position from wiicn I would once 
egain come into action. From this end fron other reports I eethered 
toast Dr. SCHACHT, whose opposition to the Nazi x .vernment had in the 
meantime become eubittered end passionate, was counting on a change 
in government. I could not guess at the kind of change waich was to 
take place, but it eppesred certain to me thet a nan like SCHAC.T 
would not form or support a new government unless it represented 
in all important points a redicel chenge of the previous domestic 
end foreign policy. Some authorities at the time believed thet 
Dr, SCACCHI together with Generel BECK would form a new government, 
doing away with the Nazis, Dr. PUEMNDER, the former State Secretary 
of Mr. BRUENNING, now Lord Mayor of Cologne, for instance repeatedly 
declared ninsolf resdy to cooper:to in a SCHACHT Cabinet, 

In tho Reich Bank Directorate, thoro wes enoush occasion in 1927 
and 1938 to teke an attitude toward the events of these years. In tho 


question of persecution of the churches, SCHACHT and DREYSE especially 


stood on the side of the oonfossionsl churchs the 


© 
ed 
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demonstrated their violent repugnence for the messures szsinst the church 
end clergymen. The case of Pastor SIEMOELLER agitated ell of then crestly; 
I saw Dr. SCHACHT frequently enough at tho services of NIZMOELLER and 
attendance at these divine services by a member cf the Reich Cabinet 

wes a political denonstretion. The Jewish problem constantly seethed 

in the perty circles and egein and again the call sounded from there for 
more severe treatnent of the Jews, Every time new unrest ensued because 
of this, Mr, SCz40-T meade the pacifying deeler-tion that nothing would 
be done egeainst the activity of the Jews in the donestic economye In 
regard to foreign policy one sew with the ereetest astonishment thet the 
foreign powers put up with every morsure end every step of HITLER, end 
partially sanctioned then by nesns of intornztion-l treaties. (Rearmenent 
treaty with Engeland 1935, Munich egreenent Autuun 1938), In the Reich 
senk Directorate it wes reclized thet suci appeasenent only increased 
the superiority complex and the arrogance of HITLER end began to worry 
severelye Dre SCHACHT, as could bo seen from innwiereble statenents, hed 
already in the years 1935/36 fallen into the role of the men, who in 
600d faith hed put nis strength and ability -t HITLER! s dispossl, but who 


now felt himself betrayed. Of the Han statenents by SCxaCnT I quoted 


only one, which SCHACHT mede et tho -ccasion of a supper with ny wife 
and myself in the sumser of 1928, When Dr. SCHAC-T made his appeszrence, 
it could clearly be seen that Souethins wes seething within hin, acd 
during supper it suddenly burst out of nim, when in deep eciteation he 


almost shouted at ay wifes: " My dear Lady, we have fellen into tie abends 


of criuin»sls, how could I ever have suspected tnat." 
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During the Czech crisis, suspicion eroso in the Directorate of the 
Reich B-nk for tho first tine, that HITLER wes intentionally steering 
toward war. This was the nore incomprehensible since in these weeks the 
anti-war feeling of the people was revealed quite ~penly. 

The whole developnent had alres7y cause me in the Spring of 1936 
to speak openly to Dr. SCHACHT ene to tell hin thet I could no loneer 
reconcile it with ny conscience to serve unier this syston, Mre SCHACHT 
had full understanding for these conscience penes and felt them just as 
stronzly. In Autumn of 1936 durine the Czech crisis when I personally 
gaine the conviction that HITLER wes intentionelly tryine to start a 
wer, anc when the Reich Bank by the non=acceptanee of Mefo-exchange 
Wes supposed to become involved in the financiel preparation for war 
ageinst its will (sce pert II ) I requestel the Directorate of the 
Reich Benk to approve ny resicznation. Dr, SCHACET on his part gave ne 
ell support in the bresking of ny contracte Durinc sever-1 discussions 
he stated thet for hinself unfortunately, he was not yet able to draw 
these consequences because in his top position ho considered himself obligated 
toward the German people to ficht with 211 the strensth at his command end to 
the very last moment, against the “evelopnent which had become perilous 
to life, end this he would be able to do anly as lons as he possessed power 
enc influence, I know furthernore; thet SCHACUT had knowledge of the plans 
at that time for an overthrow, and every day wes counting on the overthrow 


e 


of the covernnent. 
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AS late as on the occasion of his resignation in the end of 1938 Schacht 
told ne literally : "Keep yourself in readcincss until I call for yous it 
nay be in the very near future," 
In public also Schacht cic not refrain fron severo criticism of the nea= 
sures of the governments it is woll—known that at the Christhas celcbration 
of the Reich Bank in December 1933 he said the following in his address 
to the young office boys ; "Several weeks ago (by this he neant 8/9 Novcribor' 
things have occured in our fatherland which aro a Cisgrace to culture and 
which turn cvory decent German's face red with shame. I only hope, that 
nono of you office boys participated in it, as for such an individual there 
is no placc in the Reich Bank," 
If Schacht on the other hand occasionally made oral and written statements 
which eould be construcd as more extensive identification with the Hitler 
regine, then these statements were naturally known to us, but what Schacht 
thought in reality was known by alnost cvory official in the Reich Bank and 
in the Reich Ministry for Econoryies, above all, of coursc, by his closcst 
co-workers. Oh several occasions we asked Dr, Sctacht if he had not sone 
too far in these statcmentss he always replicd that he was so strongly 
under fire from the party and tho SS that he could canouflase hinself only 
with strong slogans and statorconts, 
In January 1943 Lx. Goerccler informed me about the military plans to do 
away with Hitler enc at the tinc declared as follows ; ‘Gcncral (G.nceral- 
oberst) Bock, the military leader of this movenent has demanded the cstab- 


lishrent of a civilian goverment, whose hcad is to be either Schacht or 


GOERDELER I nysclf was to takc cvcr the 





HMC 
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Reich Ministry for Econorries, Shortly aftcrwards I brought these reports 
to the knowlccosc of Mr, Schacht, who was inforncc on cverythinz, ifr. Gocr- 
Celer testificd about this pa ticipation of Schacht aftcr his arrest 


the Gestapo, Through an oversight of the Criminal Councillor (Kriuinalrat) 


I hac thc opportunity of sccing Gotrdcler's tcstinony, 


II. 





. AT d . “> "* uL x Ir» m^ , A * 
Financin: Rearnaricnt. fies OmExchan.:cs, 
honc EN 


LLL M — P —M]UÓ]Yi — om - — — — —— — —À 


icarnanont was out of the question in tho first là to 2 ycars because the 
rcadjü5triont of economy took ;lacc exclusively fron thc vicwpcint of croc- 
ating enploynent for the seven nillion uncn oloyed who were on hand in the 
wintor of 1932/1933. The governnent in ono of thc first declarations of 
its progran described this ercatic on oi work as its most invortant zoal. 
* Tax cortificatos of tho nost varice linc s Cuxloyuicent-b5onds, Ocffa-cxchancze 


wns. When, howeand with whet sums this creation of crmlov— 


pcr 2? : ~~ a 


served these 
nent was transfornec into rearnanent remaincc unknown to alnost alj Gcr— 


^ wm ka hj TA offi Sale |^, 1c ayn itr rore fom arcmanna 334 th 301343 nl 
5 v V Wil uu y iLE: å m LCLlALS y mM LCCaUusc v Nn" V \ S eJ LV € ~~ DO al AO al | ilv I^ LL CILCA. 


it, and since no nore icichbuccct was puclished anymore after 1933 the »os- 
sibility did not exist any 1 mzer t b en ‘insight, 
The newspapers, however, pointe out th nceecssity of rearnanent and de= 
Clarcc that Gcrnany roing to the V.rsailics Treaty had the richt 

9 
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to rcarn bécause the other side had not coule | with.its treaty obli- 
gation to disarı. In the ycar 1934 one heard foy the first tine that young 
people hac been inducted into the Wehrmacht for à period of service lasting 
several wecks, The great surprisc was the agrecnern oetwocn Germany and 
Enclend in Spring of 1935, in which England granted .carmanent at sca to 

a linited cxtent. The Versailles Trcaty was not cvca 3.snticned in this 
treaty, so that it was wide assurcd that the Allics € cmscives considered 
the Versailles Treaty ternineatcd in this respect. Fror tct tine on it bo 
came noticcable that on land and in the air a certain rcon runt took 
place, 

In the ycar 1936 we in the Reich Ministry for Zcononies beeare “Sor the first 
tinc awarc of "licfowcxchange". Aftcor my cosworkcr Sperl, then Reich Comm 
missioner at the Berlin Stock Exchange, and I hac informed ourselves about 
the manner and purpose of the ‘"!icfo-exehancct!t I asked officially thaw is 
on stationery of the Riich Linister for Bconomics, signed by no, without 
having previously askec ny superior Minister Schacht, the Directorgte of 
the iivich Bank, on the basis of what 1cgal provisions the Rcich Bank cone 
siccred itsclf justified in discounting these "jicfo-cexchanscs!". The Lncich 
Bank replicd that special arrangements hac bocon made with the Reich ifinister 


m. y k ^o 4i 4. t. ° Kaai Y P. i E. . T^ alan eal MP. n = ^ 
for Finance anc that thc Reich ilinieter for Lcononics had been 5orsonclly 


informcd of the netter, We further ingnivcd of what tis arransement with 
the i-ich lünistor for Finance consisted, to wick the Reich Bank replicd 


4 2 a T. . 1.2 ! ! : 7 : A. 1 x : 2 
that thc ifcicth Miniseer for Financo had vouchcd for tne ecnsh rermancration 


when they became cuc, In < third cormunicction 
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I asked, whether an agrcenèert had been made with the Reich Minister of Fi- 
nance about the maximum anount of these ""Iofo bills of exchange" s which the 
licich Bank Dircetor denied in his reply, This correspondence is locatcc in 


the files of the Reich Ministry for Lcono:ics and of the Reich Bonk Dircctoe 


Lire SIEAL anc I then addressed Dr. SCHACHTand reported the doubts we had 
against these "MNefo bills of exchange", Dr.SCHACHT who actually &onanded 
open anc factual contradiction from his officials, acrrittec that ono could 
have two cifforent opinions about the liifo bills of exchar ees the jurists 
of the Rcich Bank Dircctorate yhowever, hac aeclarced admissd>le the acccp- 
tance of these bills of oxchanrc as comercial billes of cxehangc, On this 
occasion wc hvard for the first tinc from Dr. SCHACHT thet he had promised 
to finance a limited rearranent for HITLI, sinilar to the naval rearmanicnt 
agreca upon with incland, I replica that even then a noxii anount of 
"Icfo bills of exchange" would have to be arrced upon. Dr.SCOH.CET also was 


© 


of the opinion that this must be taken carc of as promptly as possible, 
It was definito for us that thc ifo bills of Gxchoangc!" would have to 
be paic in cash by thc Reich at thc cnd cf their Valicity ond it was clcar 


t 


"2 es 


to us that after throttling the financicl source, tac cotire National So- 
cialist apparition would Cisappear over nicht. Dr. SCHACHT not only on- 
peared happy about this initiative o? rino » out I cctually felt nysclf 
being charscc by Dr. SCHACHT to work further. for the limitation of the 
"Hefo bills of exchange", especially in tho Ricich Bank Dircetorate which 
I entered soon after, 


The Reich Bank Directorate was a body in which decisions were made accordins 


to the majority, 
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In esse of a the vote, tho president cast the deciding vote . 
In the year 1937 or 1938, it was schieved in nesotietions with tho Reich 
Minister of Finance that the amount of 12 billion Reich Merks wes not to be 
exceeded; this enoutthed just been reached at tho time. “ith this emount, 
as mey be construed fron the testimony of General HALDER, Germeny wes eneb’ed 
to establish a linited Wehrmecht until the Czech crisis. 

It wes so clear to every one of us thet with this limited roarm=sment 
no wer could be uncertekon, thet before the Czech crisis, no ono boliovod 
thet HITLER could instigate & wer. Only et tho time of the Czoch crisis 
dic this suspicion erise, and it agitated Dr. SCHACHT extremely since ho 
considered war e erine. 

The Reich Bank Directorate inrodistoly did everything in its 
power by trying to cut off tho finenciel sources of the N^tionel Socialist 
regime, It requested the Reich Minister of Finence already to adjust himself 
now, that is in the fell of 1938, for the cash payments of tho first "Mefo 
bills of exchenge"® coming due in the first querter of 1939. These bills 
coming due smounted to 2.5 to 3 billion Reich Merk, If they would have 
been peid in cash, HITLER would heve leckod tho money to w^:o war. Tho 
Reich Minister of Finance replied thet, in f^co of the demends made on 
him, ho would not pty in cesh, but would issue instead Roich loan certificate 
(Reichsschuldverschreitungen). This wes not & breech of promises givon, but 
the Reich Benk wes thus brought into en impossible situation; for what wes 
to heppen in the Reich Benk stetement, publishod ovory tenth dey, which was 


allowed to show a méeximun, crocit to the Reich of 400 »villion Reich Merks, 


while 
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by the refusel of the Reich Finenee Minister the "Mefo bills of oxch*nge " 
were convertod from commercial bills of exchenge to Reich bonds ? wee 

The importance of this quostion wes completely cloer to the Reich Bank 
Director=to,. 

At © neoting of the Reich Bank Diroctor2to, I mado, eftor previous 
consyltation with Dr. SCHACHT, the motion, in view of the refusal of the 
Reich Finence Ministor to designate, the "Mefo bills of exchange" as Reich 
securities (Roichspepior) in the next st^tonont. This ovinion w-s fully 
agrecd to by Dr. SCHACHT; the rejority of tho Roich Benk Diroctor^to wes of 
the opinion thet it wes too early for such £n cclet: for as cot thoro were 
still bills of exchenge in tho portfolio, 

The Reich Bank Directorste decided to sond a petition to HITLER 
deseribing its attitude towerd tho policy of tho third Reich, 

i am not informed ebout further events 2nd tho finsl text of the 
petition, since I left the Reich Benk Diroctoreto >t the end of 1938, 


Road by the notery, eanprovea by the person concerned and siened 


fé in his own hand, 


Tho =bove copy, & true and correct copy of the original, wes herewith 
issued on request to 


Dr. OTTO SCHNIEVIND 






end Royal, Swodish Consul Genorel in 
MUNICH — SCLIN, Allescherstresse 16 
es the person concorned. 


Munich, this 18th dey of March ninotoon hundred end forty-six. 


The Notary; 
slcnod Dr. NOBIS 


(Dr. Hens NOBIS) 


(LS) 
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I herewith certify thet the above notorized «nd sworn statement 
of Consul Generel Dr. Otto SCHNIEWIND of 18 Merch 1946 is a truo ena 
correct copy of the originel document. 


Nuernberg, 25 March 1946 


Dr. jur. Herbert KRAUS 


Professor of Jurisprudence. 
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Sworn and notarized deposition of Dr.Franz REUTER of 6 Fob.1946 


Or.Franz REUTER SSRLIN-Gruneweld, 6 Fob 1946 
Orborstr.27 


To "Justizrat" Dr. DIX 


BERLIN - SCEXARGETDORF 


Berkrerstr. 80. 


the NUZANZEX G Tribunal has rojoctod my being callcd as dofense-witness 

for Dr. SCHACHT, because witnesses have elroady been admitted to tos- 

tify on those subjects for which I have boen »ronosed.  Eowovor I bo- 

liovo that since I have excentionally acerrate knowlodze of tho facts 

as well as of tho nersonality, I may be ablo to make various stato- 

ments thet could be valuable for the defense as well as for tho Tribunal, 
& I give tho following affid-vit: 


I have mot Dr. SOHACHT in 1225 in my ca»acity as a member of the SCULIN 


Commeres and Jconomic Editorial Staff of the "Xoulnische 2citune", 


Soon a confidential friendship developed fron this journalistic 
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Tho econoric-»olitic2l Periodical "Tho Gopnen Economist" ("Der Deutsche 
Volkswirt") of which I was associate editor, had - above all - tho aim 
to fight for the application of common senso in cconomics and therefore 
found espocial swmort fror SCLAOFT, whom in turn it tried to assist in 
his hard strugzle azeinst nonsonso, illog-lity and disregard of rights. 
I discontinuod my literary contributions to this periodical in 1936 whon 
I had called for an understanding with Russia in considoration of tho 
economic viow»oint and when,as a result, I was exposed to severe throats 
from the highest authoritios concorning ny voriodicel as woll as mysclf 

o 
personally. I ned /bioers^hy of Dr. SCraCiT published twice, first at 
the ond of 1933 by tho R. KITTL2 . Publishing house in BERLIN, and at tho 
nd of 1986 by tho Gernan Publishing instituto in STUTTGART. sesidos a 
factua prosontation of his life and Lis work it alsc served tho »urvose 
to shiold him fro: his attaclrors. therefore the orinci^»los of purely 
objective historicesl research work, are not anplicable to these publie- 
ations, because defonsive views, requirod by the situation of the res- 
pective »oriod had to be tekon into consideration. Iven after my editorial 
activity and after SCUACT's rotironcnt fron his offices I have const^ntly 
bsen in touch with hin. The lest tite wo have met in tho Gestapo collars 
of the Prinz-ilbrecht Street, both as vrisonors. 

In uy various canacities which h-ve rene=tecly been described I 
have had, since 1925, numerous conversations with Dr. SOXACLT, in tho 
presence of others as voll as between ours2lves, which conversations 
werc, to a great extent of a confidentiel nature. My statoments are 


baszd on thon in the first vlacec. 
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CHhACHT's basis attitude towards other countrics was always that of 


international cocperation end understendins, to becin with especially in 





the economic field. Of course he always tried, with his greet aptitude, 

to gain as nany advente.es for Geranny as possible. But all measures for 
antarchy were teken out of the consideration that unbearable demends should 
be rejected and the partner sheul¢c be won over for a aereenent on a hizher 
level. Not only privately but also in public, for instance in 1933 and in 
1936 in a speech delivered on the occasion of the Jubilecr of the 

Kaiser Wilheln Institute he paid trilente to the crost unity of European 


culture, and beyond that, of the West. Personally he never contortsined hostile 








feelings towerds other nationalities. ^ ae he Ae sete %8 
a) Coopers tion with for: fcroi^n note ~ issuing — banks was his innermost desire, 


b) no matter how painful to the indivicuel affected the process may 
have been of shortentne the trensfers of snortization end interest 


instalments on German forein debts , SCHACHT proceeded with elesr 





consience considering that on celivery the foreign countries had without 
3 Justification refused tc accept the socds, thet the interests of ereditors 
were contrary to the interests of trade, end thet a restoration of 
Germeny's indebtedness to normal would he Just as much in the interests of 
the forcizn as in those -f Gernan econoiy. Azain sn. again he tried to 
contact representatives of the crecitors, and asked for latter terms, 


The basic attitude becones clear fron the followine sentences of his 


KOFUTCSBERG opcech of 15 Aug. 193253 
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"We should not forget that not the Governments are our foreign 
creditors but thousands of individual citizens of the country, who 
have dent us their savings, ånd we should especially keep in mind 


that among them .rc numerous germanophile people, who bona fide 


believe that they are helping us with thosc loans," 


2e 

SCHACHT!s dobt-policy has actually helped to improve forcign 
trado, This part of the so-c^llcd New Plan is ^t least as important 
as the control of imports, He merely stayed true to his basic tenet, 
with which he had grown up, when he ssid, in April 1935, in regard 
to world economy: "Prosperity can come only when the old saying 
will be valued agains "liy wclfare depends on the welfare of ny 
customers," Throughout tho years he was the great intornotion^l 
businessman who keeps the vorld-political correlations in mind. 
a.) Tn line with this attitude he treats the short-term foreign 
credits with more care than the long-term oons, because of their 
importance in maintaining foreign trade, 
b.) Barter arrangements were never considered by him as the ideal 
Solution of the problem of forcign trade, but since the failure of 
the World Economic Conference of 1933, at the atest, 21l nations 
have increasingly turned to a policy in that direction, This 
policy has, in the long run, cven produced a mutual increase in 


the volume of foreign trade to an unknown extent especially, but not 


exclusively, in Soubh-e^storn Europe, 
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Oe 
a) After announcement of the Four Year Plan SCHACHT has twico 
publicly- urged colonics for Germany, in his FRANKFURT lecturo of 
9 Dec, 1936 and a few days afterwards in the periodical "Foreign 
Affairs", His main thought was that only that way could Germany's 
raw ~ material situation be regulated in a satisfactor; manncr, 
since tho world did not buy sufficient goods from her to enable 
her to pay. 
b) Ihave never found that SCHACHT had the Slizhtest interest 
in territorial conquests in the Fast, Shortly aftr the transfer 
of tho Reich Government to HITLER, and rcopoatcdly in 1932 and 
the following years I h- vc urged SCHACHT, — driven by my own 
Scrious concern about the developments of German — Russian rola- 
tions as wcll as sug^e-ti0n of my friend WI TOGREADCW, press — 
advisor of the BERLIN Soviet Embassy -, to usc his influence 
with HITLIR for the purpose of maintaining good relations bet- 
ween the two countries. SCHACHT replied that things would follo 
e normal course if Russia did not interfere with matters per- 
taining to Germany's home policy. No mention of ver - plans 
was ever mede during our talks. As Minister of Economics SCHACHT 
was anxious to achicre hetter econcmic relations tetwecn Germany 


and Russia, 
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c) nocotietod with tho French Government Chi. 


In Ususi 19836 SC-.C T 
in FarIS, anong other thinss, about tho »ossibilkty of forzign- 


20liticel agreements with the West, and in connection with tit 


about recognition of I ro:o:ibe 


tho following, essence of sovorol hours! tell 


hed with hin, shortly -ftor his return: Tho forcign countrios, sn 


esvcielly “nzlanc, were willin- to make cort^in concessio 


“ttomoted to win | ITLER for ^n 


over 


found, lest not Jorst in order to roe 


edvonturos. e dij. n t swWeeed, at th-t tinc I suctenly »rosocd 
the sher  foroicn-oclitic 1 contrast botwoon SCAG. T and NITIES. 
a a 
^) It is ovicont thet the contr f foreicn bills snc notos ws t 


the continuance ^f 


SOIVO 


^7 Yo have frequently discuss; à the i11loc-1 sales of foroicn bills 
tho rarty 
nd ntes made by/th-t were contrary te tho shove, ang SO A0 7 he 
tcl about tho counter—measures t-kon by him 2--inst thon. 
c) During tho critic 1 days thet receded the e lota yi2»l^in-^ of 





ino control of foroion TU NS 


I traveled to Baden BIL 'd in order to worn hin 


suggestion of. certain 


I returned to S32-LIN with hin; ell this fron the first t tac las 
nonent uncer const:nt surveillance by the Gesto, of course. 
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During my stay in BADENWEILER tho ""ranvfurter Zeitunc" broucht = 
news-ito-, ^ccordinc to which the situation has been settled, in 
disfavor to SOFaC-T. But ot that time already his sntivathy to tho 
regime hed already become so creat that evon if not with unmixed 


joy, he felt inclined to put up with the fect. 


De 
In the "Princinles of Gernan Economie Policy" ("Gruncs4tze deutscher 
Wirtsenafts .o0litik"™), published for the elections of 21 July 1932, 
which aincd at “resentation orosonting the eternal truths eovorning 
the economy of a nation for itself «s well ss within the zlob-l 
framework, SC.a0.T rejected autarchy as an ideal vcormenent condition 


but he a2oroved of measures of an auterchial nature c8 & neans of 


defenso against oxtreme >rotectionism, and also to ¿rive the fact 


Ao.0 to other naticns thet Germeny, with the consuming capacity of 
1 ^ 


Aer pooul-ciion of sovonty nillion who werc uscd to hichest cultural 
dcnands, constituted - erost oowor, with which they hac better cone 
to terms. Even before the announcement cf tho Pour Yeer Plan ho 
on nis pAaft,regarced the inero^so of the conestic row material besis 
£s one way among cthers lo-cins out of the German sud lly — difficul- 


tics, ant. he has acted ‘ccorcingly in his c*>acity ^s Minister of 


Economics thous always within cortcin limits. 


SCHACHT welcomed rocrmament and rencered it feasible during t^; first 


5 


veers ^v his financiel and. 


1 


economic policy. His attitude in this 
resicct was that Germany woul. by rearming zain »olitic-1l weight anong 


tne Powers and thet the solution 
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of ccononic problous that dceply conecrned hi: 
Eis attitude in this respect was therefore political, 
ucfensive, Not only in Germany a grcat nany people thought at that tinc 
a Russian offensive might be expected, even if I mysclf never shared this 
cxpectation, But not in a single instance curing the innuncrable discussions 
I had with SCHACHT curing these years has there cver been cve an indication 
of the intention that rcarnancnt was to be the preluce to an arcressive 
war. He would have bcon most happy if he could have bartered for a general 
recuction of armanent, SCHACHT bclicved much me strongly in modern ccononic 
any ocncfits fron war, anc in this sanc spirit hc bc» 
its right scnsc, 
SCHACHT 


EPA 
4 biel M 


ress to cxp>cct 
woulc finally conc t 


& rro: 
licved that the worl 
Nothing needed to be added to this funcancntsl attituce to 
oppose any excessive rcornarcnt, But, in addition there was the fact, tha 
he who has financially ond in regard to rawenatcrials mace rearnanent rose 
sible at a pacc that was cxtraorcinar&ly fast, according to normal stoncaró: 
by his inventive, clever anc consistcnt policy that gained much admiration 
at hore as well as abroad, also has - just for that sanc reason - scen the 
liunits set to rcarmament by sensible cconornic contemplation. Hc had started 
ing cconoriic common scnse, and his ambition was to 
always attenpted, fron his ficld 
1 to other crazy 


* 
as the nan roorcsentin: 
cputation, That is why hc 
rcarnancnt and O 
amc nore and 


p eC to CxCCSSIVC 
1ttituce conversations becanc nore 
i intontion 


f 
Se 


naintain that rc 

ect OW 

ww Uv te ru 
sire an 


of ccononies, to 
lt of this 
j Q bis dc 


cnterpriscs. jis a result i 
sinec 1936 in which he mention: 


more frequent 
CCS. 


12 


ff 





to leavc his c 
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1) On 18 Jan 1939 in the evening he wes ^ guest in my home 
In privacy we talked about the very imminent possibility of 
his dismissal_as Fresident of the Reichstank. He registered 


er eee 


comite satisfaction over the idea. Within 36 hours it 

Ve 
became ^ reality.SCH CHT had for a long time been an inner 
foe of war as a method of s6ttling international conflicts of 
opinion, In a manuscript diary written for his family during 


the spare time of the first war he spoke ina most criticizing 


and derogatory manner about militarism "nd its represen- 





tatives, These remarks ray directly be termed ac pacifistic, 
The book remained in my apartment in BAEULSEER®, which I 
could not enter any more since my arrest in the nummer 


of 1944, as it was confiscated by the occupation power. 


n 


In the preface to his book on the stabilization ofthe Mark- 
while following the same line of thought —- he expressed the 
desire that this book would contribute expecially to the 
strengthening of mutual international reliance and tc the 
cetermination to prevent in future political catastrophics, 
through an international Spiritual and economic community 
and mutual good will. On 31 Oct: 1924 he ahzr&ctcrizcd the 
substitution of the old method of diplomacy and war by a 
modern method designed to solve the difficulties occurring 


in humn society es the spiritual es ence of tho coosrrtion 


expressed in the DAWES plan, 
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8, 
Throughout tho long years cf tho wer I have re Ieatecly met SC"AC'T and 
I always hed oeession for ^rivsto tals with hin. Discussion of tho 
war situation has naturally formed a srest nert of our conversations. 


All in all wo not only groed in condemnine the severe factual mistakes, 





but also the ctines that hed been committed, as far as ho know of thon. 


In close cooperation with Dr. GOEXDELEK, Minister POPITZ, the retired 
Generel] THOMAS, tho retired Ambassador von PaSSSLL, State Secrotery 


(Staatssckrotacr ) PLANCK, the union leader KAISER, and others, I took 


E Dart — since 1939 - in tho efforts nade to eliminate HITTER by errost 
or assassination, and to revlace him by a regine, based on justico, 


decency and common senge, with tho task to neko »eace as soon 2s ossible, 
end thus I was well informed, I, in. turn, kave constantly inforzod Dr. 


SUnaC-T about everything, end I found hin always well infor-od end doo Ly 


or POPITZ's behalf, at a rether early date he elrosdy mede skooticsl 
remarks about She generals! readiness for ection. Ye “reclined “ny at- 
4 termts to engage HIMMLERI s hel» even to7oresrily, about which I asked. 


his opinion on POPITS's request, heesuse, 2s ho said, ono could never 


, 


Q 


rely in the least on tho "black ones". Te was richt in that, too. 


was just as right when he donandedc that we take tho createst »orecautions. 


© 


Thoroforo,. as in his ooinion GOPRDZLZR did not tako heod. ho alionatcd 
? 


1 
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himself from him, after the two men had met frequently during the 
first yea of the war and although SCHACHT has placed material 

as well as his secretary at GOIRDELER! s disposal, 

In the hitherto unpublished papers left behind by GOXRDELER which he 
wrote in the prison in the Prinz—Albreckitfitesse, the following opinion 
may be found abut SCHACHT: "He bears the responsibility for the 
National Socialist debt - policy up to the beginning of 1939. 

But that does not change tho fact that he mastered tho money, currency, 
and banking fields comitely with artistic virtuosity, that he 

knows the laws of economy, that ho is a brave mn of excellent charac- 
ter, one of the ablest heads and best patriots Germany h^s had 

since BISMARCK, My God keep him alive. Do not judge him then for 

his ambition, for the wrong choice he made when in 1931 he attacked 
BRUENING in EARZSURG and sided with HITLER. Judge not, lest you 

de judged. When in he spring of 1938 I was under secret investigation 
for supposed statements I had mide in England, SCHACHT bravely 
supjorted me.I am greatly obligated to him for that. Ee fought 

bravely against the degeneration of the Party and madé many enemies. 
He is the only Minister who spoke his mind to EITLER, àven if 

very late", 

I hast met SCHACHT in freedom, when I spent the lOth of May 19-4 on 
his estate in GUZHL™, On hour- long walks alone the two of us 
discussed all possibilities of the situetion in connection with the 
action planned for HITLER! S overthrow, The next time we met in the 


Yrinz—-Albert—Strasse Gestapo prison, 
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In tho followinz words I resume my opinion of the indictment s5z^inst 


SC.AC T on the basis of my intimate knowledge of his ~ersonality, 


at the beginning of the thirtics SC. ACLT joined LITLIR and helved 


him gein »owor because after the errors of tho WEIMAR Republic 


to lead Germany along a better Dath economically es well as in its 
domestic and forcizn »olicy, end - above all - to alleviate tho in- 
conceivehlo misery of mass unermloyzcnt. Naturelly as everyone else 


gou-hbt 
with such talents he alsof to eetisfy his own ambition. But ambition 
was not tho “rine motive for tho sctivitios of the older and wiser man. 


SC aC! T was tho most widely rocoerizod oxoonont et hone end abroad 


of Gorneny's cecnomic Xolicy before 1933, no matter whether he was 


n or out of office as such ho helieved that he had to continuo this 


/ 


He 


work: uncer all circunstsaneos. he was an enthusiastic exert in the 
fiold of currancy, finances and foreign ocononics end lived ^rinerily 
in this svecialty. Knowledge of personality wes not 


int. That is one of tho most decisive causes for his disse»»oint- 


If it is »ossiblo to tyne hin at all, ho w:s a German Protestent 


then acting against one's conscience. hiie innerly condemned mos 


vigovously all sets əgəainst right 


SOT 
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all acts of pure force. : On 9 November 1918 he formulated his attitude 
in the following verse: "Neither force nor gold ean shape this world, 
Spiritual rewver ami honest acts are capable of charging worlds," The 
Stigma of having been a Freemason has stuck to him, not only outwardly, 
but as part of his beings It is evident that he never has been a National 
-Socialist in his innermest being, from the fact that he could never have 
any use for their slogensj this is proved in all his speeches. Sometimes 
he did not know.why and for what utterance he has been attacked, He 
flatly refused to make use of the Nazi vocabulary, 

From his entire attitude he was forced to come into eérly conflict 


with the methods of force and distortions of rights, which from 1931 


—— — ee 








— — æ. ee ee e 


onwards became increasingly characteristic of National Socialism, He 
tried to explain the first occurrences by the fact that HITLER had not as 
yet become familiar with his role es head of the Government, and the 
remnants of the opposition stillclung to him. But this was over when 


he staged his 30th of June 1934. Two days later even, in a private 


Ou 


iscussion, he strongly accused the procedure of muriering . hundreds 
anc. 

of people without fair trial, no matter what they might have done he alsa 

vigorously criticie® the act of the "christian" Minister of Justice 

GUATE, & former German-National, in subsequently leg&lising the past 

events, With this date commenced SOHAQZET !'s inner opposition to National 

Socialism. The fact that he still tried, for some time, to make the 

best of it, that he still had hope that the prudent spirit and the better 

morale of part of the German people, of which he was a leading represen- 


tative would renge itself 
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against Hitler, has today been objectively proved a mistake, It was the 
mistake of the liberal, who - just after 30 June 1934 - hoped for & reaction, 
for an oppesition, whether from industry or from the Army, to set an counter- 
balance to the SS, which from that date on started out on complete mastery 
of the Party, the Government and the German people. I remember as vividly 
to-day as then, how deep Schacht's moral indignetion was when we talked about 
the shameful dismissal of Lt. General Fritsch, on Bloomberg's retirement. 
Schacht couldn't understand why this or any other officer simply didn't shoot 
Hitler, At that time his hope thet the army would provide a counterbalance 
to the SS received a heavy blow. But even at that time he could not personally: 


Germen people would follow the 


v 
D 
t 
© 


realise how the leaders and the masses of t 
"Fuehrer" that fer on the wad of frenzy and crime, and that particularly the 
foreign countries would be bystanders for such a long time, 

l hereby declere that I heve Sworn to this statement. I know that it 


Will be presented as such to tho International Military Tribunal in Nuernberg . 


Signed: Dr, Franz Reuter 
Stamp; 
I certify the above signature of Dr. Franz Reuter, 


Bill of costs 
Berlin-Grunev;&ld, Orberstrasse 27 
Yale faÀue 3000,- RM 
Dues Pa$.11/,25,39 No, 16 vear 1940 of the Docunent-Book 
RKO le~ RM 
Berlin 15 Febr. 1946 


Turnover tax -08 " 
e038 RM Signed Dr. Rosener 





Notary Fublic 
Signed Dr. Rosene 
Notary Public, 
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I herewith certify that the docunmt reproduced above is a verbatim 
rendering of the notarized and sworn statement of the witness 
Dr. Franz REUTER dated 6 February 1946, 


Nuernberg lO March 1946 


t/ Dr. jur. Herbort KRAUS 


Professor of Jurisprudence 
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SCHACHT E:hibit Noe 36 
Notarized and Sworn affidavit, of 
Ohorrosicrungsret 


Dr, HILG uU ven SCIL 


of 14 Fob 1946 
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Notarized and sworn. Aff idavit of Oberrecierungsrat Dr, -HILGER ven 


SChERcENPERG. of 14 Feb, 1946, 


Jopy 
URNO 645 


Affidavit 





Today on 14 February 1946, there appeared before ne, Dr. Hans NOBIS, 

notary in Munich, in ny office which st that time was loented at 

Keufingerstrasse 20/II in Munich as notary office Munich XIV, Oberregicrunzs— 

ret in the Bavarian liinistry of Economics, residing at liunich, Wolfrats- 

hauserstrasse 20,0f whose identity I assured nyself by inspection of his 

Military identification Cerc which he subnittec to ne -nà which was nade 

out in his name with his photosreph and which hac been issued by the district- 

conmend Berlin-Zehlendorf on 30 april 1940 under the No, Berlin IX Z/99/3/5 > 
to 

As he Ceelsred that ho Wished make en affirmation in lieu of o»th, I 

pointed out to hin the importence of such on ^ffirnstion, especially with 


respect to it's penal -spect. 


Mr. Hilcer van SCHER EM: ERG then Ceclered offi tally; 


V——_————— —— — —o— 








TTE 


of.0r1i-.J DOUrAUZST rxnibit No.36 





I. 

Or. 50-2407, as I could ascertain fron nurorous conversations, was 
always & convinced oooonent of war. He wes convinced that these 
wes no problen of foroign »olicy,. which could not he patiently end 
ad®oitly solvo hy negotiations. 

During the first years cf the Yagi regime, ~articulerly 1934 
end 85,1 frequontly sooko to hin about tho fors which »roveiledc 
in Englend that the armanort c»rriod on in Germany could lead to 


Wer. ho contested this intororetetion nost em hatically and exwlained 


tant it wes just tho unil-teral dissrnenent of Germany which eonetitucded 


15 


a torest of wr, © decane clo-rly obvious on the oceasion of tho 


J 


Ruhr ecnflict. He eensicored recrmanont within eort-in linits as 
the only mean to r-esteblish tho disturbed balance and to incuce 
the ot3ior J?urooosn »owors to artici o-to in a li-it-tion of arna- 


'orseillos Treaty. 


-onts, which they h-à shunned contrary to tho | 
In 1937 or 1938 Dr. SC aCeT ronarkod to -e that in his opinion 
the necessary stage of Gorman rosrrzecont kad Deen reached. There- 
he 
fore/did not consider hinsolf adle any longer to financo further 
ro-rnazont by means of credit. After full orployzent of the Geran 
econony nad been achievod by the crodit-»olicy of tho Reich eni, 
any oxtonsion ^f tho erodit-voluzo woule have inflationary offccts. 
If rearmarient would bo exnanded ins^ito of tris, with the »revionus 
finenciel “eens, this could only ^e oxmlained if a wer in the neer 


future was heing considered by authoritative »oorsons. This he wentoe 
to orovent hy 11 -e-ns, end thoroforo he refused to mako furthor 


means of erodit availble.. 








NH 
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Dr, Schacht always regarded the passage in his letter of cisrissal mentione 
ing only his co operation during the "first phase of rcarnoncnt! a con- 
firuation that this conec;tion of his was also undccrstood by HITLER. In 
dintcr 1938 thc contrast bcearne so acute thet Dr. SCHACHT told ne àb-that 
tine under the scal of strictest secrcey that he was to bo murdered by 
oracr of the rorty. Hc had been warned by a fricne, however, and thus cscas 
pec the attempt, He told me later that the nurccor was to have becn carricd 


out by lir. von dcn BACH-ZZCLZWSKY, 
IT. 


Dr, SCHACHT always acyoeatca the interpretation that the resumption of 
Gernany's activity in colonial policy woulc be of the greatest inportance 
for the maintenance of peace, In that connection he thought less of re- 
stitution of the former colonics than of the cession of a relatively snall 
colonial territory to Germany, possibly in thc form of a lease to a Corn 
Chartered Company, He based this conception on the conviction that a solu- 
tion of the colonial problem could be attained nuch nore readily by means 
of negotiations than a realization of possible European desires a la 


HITLER, He,therefore, made repeated attempts to influcnce HITLER in this 


direction and thought he hac approached this objective » when he received 
from hin the authorization to negotiate with the French and British Go- 
vernnents along this linc, When these negotiations at first failed because 
of British opposition, he was naturally disappointed, but he renaincd 
convinced that Englang would change her attitude sooner or later and that 


German colonial desires would be satisficd,by means of negotiations. 
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III, 
When Dr. SCHACHT, early in 1938 had gained the impression, that 
HITLER possibly was holding his course townrds war, he repented- 
ly rem^rked to me in conversations, that he now considered the elimi- 
nation of HITL' 8 as the only possibility for snlvation, At any 
rat he was very skeptical about the possibility of influencing 
the army toward such action, as he considered the majority of 
the -enernls as "careerists" without character, who had lost 
all their sense because of the professional possibilities 
offered to them. It appeared doubtful to him, that the few 
exceptions as BECK, WITZLEFEN, FALKENHAUSMI and others could 
overcome this current, 

He wis always very reserved towards me in respect to his 
concrete plans and activities in this direction, because, as 
he ome told me explicitly he did not want to imperil me and my 
family unnecessarily. Nevertheless on Several occasions I found 
out sosthing about this, So Mr, GISEVIUS once told me in August 
or September sale Fan plan was planned to do away with HITLER 
by means of a Wehrmacht coup d'e'tat." I informed Dr, SCEACET. 
of this who confirmed it with the remrk that he had discussed 
this plan with General von WITZLESEN but that the undertaking had 
unfortunately been thwarted because of the failure of the "ehr- 
macht Generals, 

On the day before the attack on Polend, I was at the home 
of Dr, SCHACHT with Dr. Gisevius.. Ve discussed, whether there 
was still a possibility to avert the catastrophe, In order 
to obtain further information, we went tegether to Colonel 
OSTZR and on the basis of thorough examination of the situation 
reached the conclusion that an attempt had to be mide to induce 


the Commander in Chief of the Army, 
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General von BRaAUCHITSCH, to refuse to execute the fuehrer's order tn 
atteck. Dr. SCHACHT was at that time ready to throw the weicht of his 
name and reputetion ints the scale for such a step and to so to BRaUCHITSCH 
personally At the instance of Colonel OSTER contact was first to be made 
with Admirel CaNaRIS, This wes done. admiral CAXARIS& however, stated 
that this step was entirely hopeless, considering the attitude of vou 
BRAUCHITSCie BRaUCHITSCH would undoubtedly have Dr. SCHACHT and his 
companions arrested. The plan was then dropped, alth ouch with heavy 
nearts, in the nope that further possibilities of interference might 
present themselves leter on when the reverses, wnich were unsvoidable 
in tne lon; run, hed set in. Dre SCC- durin; the whole war remained 
in continual contact with OSTER end the military circle -f the opposition 
tarough his friends Mr. GISEVIUS end Capt. STRUENCK. Se had several 
times met General von BECK personally, as he hinself told no, He hod 
e very high opinion of hin, finally General von BECK wes again at 
nis home early in June 1944, This was told to me by my wife on the 
occasion of a visit, which she wes permitted to pay me while I was in 
custody of the Gestapo at RAVENS-RUECK. 

From hints in remarks in his letters I deduced thet he expected 
& speedy chenge.e 

Dr. SCZAC-T had also met GOERDELZR. I personally participated in 
& discussion of several hours i au ust 1941 waich took place in the 


home of Capt. STRUENCK in which SC-AC-T, GOORDELER, Mr. end Mrs, STRUCK, 


GISEVIUS and I took part. In the curse 9f this discussion 
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the bossibility of eliminating HITLER was discussed in all details and 
it was decided that lr. GOERDELER should again make contact with General 
HALDER in order to assure hnis cooperation and to discuss the manner and 
tinine of the performance. 

Mre SCHACHT, however, due to his general anti-militaristic attitude 
wes rather sceptical, whether the nilitery nen would exploit the 
opportunity which et thet tine was undoubtedly favorable ( a nilitary 
action against the Fuehrer needquarters at the beginning of winter 


> considered); 


was being 
g iis scepticisn was unfortunately justified end the possibilities 


gly curtailed for a longer 


ej 


24 
T 
o 
ct 
rj 
& 
^ 


Of an active undertaking were ase 
period by the removal in December of von HALDER and other cenerels of 
the Opposition, 
IV. 
I affirm in lieu of oeth tae truta of my declarations; 
Vi 
I beer the expenses end request 3 copies. 
Ny Read by the notary, approved by the perty d¢oncerned end Signed by 
nis own hand. 
Albert HILGER van SCHERPENBERG 
Dr. NOBIS, notary 


(LS) 


o tratti tg a EE e 


Above copy, corresponding with tue original ig hereby subuitted on request 


— MÀ IRA Ug tite, 





to 


Mr. HILGER van SCHERPENEDRG, Oberre jderunesrzt in the Bevarian 
AS SS ME SPSL in tie bevarian 


—_———_ — —— ——— —À 








Ministry for Feononics residing at MUNICH, Wolfrstsnauserstr,28, 
es party concerned; 
Munich, 14 February 1946 , 


Notery: signed Dr. NOBIS. 


(LS ) 
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I hereby certify th^t the above notarized, rocorced sworn statement 
of Oberregicrungsrat HILGER van SCHERPENBERG of l1}, February 1946 


is à verbatim copy of the original, 


Nuernberg, 21 March 1946 


Dr, jur, Herbert KRAUS 


Professor of Jurisprudence 
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Notarized and sworn stetonent 


of licich Bank Director 


on 7 March 1946 
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Notorized and sworn statement of 
Reich Bank Director Ernst HUELSE 
of 7 March 1946 
Document Register No, 1217/1946 


lst sopy 


Taken up in the Hanseatic city of HAMBURG on 7 (seven) March 1946 


(ninetcen hundred forty six) 


Before me, the undersigned not^ry public Dr. Gottfried WaENTIG 
there appeared today in the conference room of the DRESDENER BaNK 
in HAMBURG the Reich Bank : Director Mr, EPnst HUELSE, born on 
27 July 1881, at present living in HANBURG«WANDSBECK » Claudiusstrasse 68 
identified ie passport No. 1341, issued in BASEL by the German Consulate 
Generel on 25 August 1935 and gave the following affirmation in lieu 
of oath concerning the case of Dr. SCHACHT with whom he states under 
oath he is not related by blood or marriage, 

lə On 1 July 1935 I first returned from BASEL, where, since 
l May 1930 I had occupied the position of Assistant General Director 
of the B,I.Z, (i Bank for International Payments) to HAMBURG, as 
member of the Reich Bank Board of Dircetors, Prior to ny return 
all basic decisions regarding the cooperation of the Reich Bank in 
financing rearmament had already been made, Therefore I can say 
nothing about the discussions and developments that resulted in the 
intervention of the Reich Bank in financing rearmament, About the 


events from l July 1935 until my dismissal by HITIER from duty 


with the Reich Bank on 20 January 1939, I only 
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vas informed inasmuch as they pertained to the Sphere of activity of the 
Heichsbenk. I have never had any connection with the leading cireles of th 
NSDAP as I was not a member o? the Nazi party and wes always persona 
ingrata there, 

Ze It is beyond doubt that Dr, Schacht made himself available for the 
financing of rearmament. and that for economic and political motives, 

AS Dr. Schacht, after Hitlerlsseizure of power in spring 1933 ,took 
over the post of President of the Reichsbank, it was impossible for Schacht 
= as Dreyse, who was at that time Vice-President of the Reichsbank » 
told me - to refuse the participation of the Heichsbank in the rearmament 
of the Third Reich. Germany then had several million men out of work to 
whom Hitler hed promised re-employment, To my knowledge, Hitler in his speei: 
always took the point of view that unlimite money end credit, must be 
Poured in as long as lebor forces and raw material were lying f,llow. 

In neerly all the countries of the world the credit of the Issuing Bank wouj 
then be utilised for the creation of work. The plans for the creation of 
work begun under Bruening!s Government, slightly decreased the number of 
unemployed., Hitler therefore looked around for new measures and decided 
on the construction of motorways and rearmament measures which in [taly 
Successfully diminished the number of unemployed, 


Although. Dr, Schacht was élways of the opinion that Germany should 


QQ 


remain neutral in an expected warlike conflict, he thought 
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ho also thought thet Germany vill heve her neutrality and respect for 
hor right to life »revail only throu:h a corres )cnding rearmamcnt. 
ó..In ny o»ininn, however, Dr. SCHACHT was sobo-red about his 


Dart in the fin^ncinz of the arnanent »rocren. When, after my roturn 


of matters 2t the teich Bank 
from BASCY to the Reich Bank, I had 2 gencral view/ and en>ressod "y 


astonishement st tho existing oxtonsivo ^ronrises of discount of the 
Reich Benk in arnemont finsneinsz, Dr, SOVACT rerlicd that ho alroady 
* hec ^rouzht ro baek from BASEL because he thouzht I wes tho richt nan 
to help hin eot the Reich Rank ont of srra-ont fin?ncinz. 
ho encesvers of the Reich Denk un or tho direction of Dr. SC ACT 
were in reality continucusly “irected tow rà vetting away fron the 
financing of armament. The first scich Loan (Roichsanloiho) was Vro- 
sontodc t^ the oublic fcr subseri^tion in the autumn cf 1935 already, 
amc. the orceeads served to take u^ roarmanent drafts., aftor that the 
issue of ~wblic Reich Lons took lace about every 6 nonth The in- 
E tention was to koen the oublic constantly inforzod that large amounts 
were being soont for arnanent and also, of covrse:, to oneblo the Reich 
Bank sradually to get out of this finencin- corolotoely. «A "Camouflage" 
of German roarna-ont could no lénzor be svoken of after tho autunn of 
19385. Tle donestic 2nd. foreisn ~ress fron the becinninz cf 1936 had 
occu^iod itself in Cetail with the extent and the methods of the Gorman 
financing of armanzcnt.. 

The Reick ank further invested in the fieli of the money and 
aniteal markot nolicy that thése merets should not be liquidated, 
thus rendering any ~rocure=:nt of money more difficult. Tho armanent 


incustry was as far as vossible not admitted to the loan merket et all, 


in order to proven. it fro: extending its capacity too mche 
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Since 1936 Schacht then repoatocly tricd ,"y representations to Hitler and 
othcr lcading authoritics sto arrive at a stoppage of the nanufacture of ar- 
Dents, but for a long tinc without result. Schacht wished to finance tho 


comencenent of rcarmancnt, ho belicved that in this way ho could control 
acvelopnent anc kocp it within bounds. He fclt hinsclf nore anc nore cceciva 
by Hitler anc contininously sought a way out of the Rcichbank!s gracually 
unbcarablc situation, Finally at the besinning of 1928 At was possible to 
withcraw tho Iicichsbank fro: the fina: acing of armaments, The armancnts coe 
penses were iron that tine nct solely by the Reich Finance Minister , who 
issucd so-called "Bearcr Treasury Bonds! ("Licfc 'Senatzanwcisungcon!), which 
coulc neithcr be discounted nor ccposited at tho Rcichsbank, 


Even if the Reichsbank had nothing more to do circetly with armancnts fron 


1938, nevertheless the ever inere “Sing; long and short tori issues by the 


T) . "4 p^ 7 ^ Em ! CT A 4-44 - = £> - I , T = ! ex N rag le 3 un ' la H er — 4. La - | "^ A. 

i. Cc ich rc nete Lu on Vai St: Vwi UL tne weLCns oa) Lt pee! SUC Cu Wi 2" hat ner C uL Sg- 
1 CM. le There lha e = K- ^ °c Dagas, ? PAS E ~ en 

countable Stock Exchanre sceuritics no lonrcr found a sufficicnt markct 9 


flowed back to the Ln.iehsbank and increascec its circulation of bank notes, 
Furtacr scrious moments approached, Until efter the tunich Conference Schacht 


yy 7 la à T — " m a lend Poe bb : Ts ; 
consiGcroc tnat peace was assure’, is, however, shortly thereafter Hitlor 


LIS e 4^ " "- PA an | 2 , mum, f ^ ^ P4 e- 4. AK. >. 2 23 Ih - # ^ 
MAG AN ACEPCSSive specch acainst foreign countrics enc Chanberlain announce 


WwW È & 
the hasty rearnancnt of unglanc, Schacht saw the collapse of 211 hopes for t 
maintenance of peace, He mentionce at a meetings of the Reichsbank Dirocto- 


rate that he and his associate nembers would have to cnforco their Cisnissol, 
Dlsce 


This then tok / . for Schacht and a fow associate neib crs, in January 1939, 
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by reason of a memorandum, which in its form had to remcin within the 
framework of currency arguments but which,in a figurative sense, stressed 
the end of rearmament, and was also thus understood by Hitler, 

In the German Official press, the reason given for the dismissal of 
Schacht and of the members of the Reichsbank Directorate was, as far as 
I know, that the old reactionary Directorate must be replaced by & Nationale 
Socicelist one and, furthermore, that the Reichsbank's money and capital 
market policy must be changed, 

The foreign press drew the correct conclusions from the dismissal and 
interpreted it as & warning Signal, In agreement with Dr. Schacht, I had 


5 1 e 3 "^ £3 awe mm ec c - = a © gaia Ls 2 1. 4 
On various occasions end as late as the end of 19 Spoxen im this sense 


M4 «m Y^ =a or ‘ate = "cT cer. E ~ T = Ta, - " d A. - as E. - 2 .- 
ln repeated conversziions with representatives of ivcreign Issuing Banks, 


th A^ he Pe A WNaed4ie e Ya nua a Tue sin ast T» 
whom I met at the Board Meetings of the Bank for International raymen 
i 


T r ' , 1 . 
» á Pr om ` ^ ms ^or. m ^ < ~ y ` P m. | " ` ~ P^ a w^ €4 p $774 - w^ umo ~ 7 ~ 
(Bo udi ) | RAU the ses LEMNAvVLON oi Schacht ani tue individual members of the 


263 T. cse - i £ — Sr eras 3 = x A9 E22 , e 2 
Reichsbank Directorate would mean that things iai Germany vere following 


i rmn 1 " 3 3 n P s i ^ , PA a — J : . E : e . ^ 
lis Lhe nesds of the neicnsdbvaenk were not in *'ormei oi Lo progress of 


^ 
ct 


rearmeméent, of i 
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s military importence and significcnee, Schacht always 


expressed his conviction thet pointless extrava- 
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gence, quackery cni without plan or intelligence. Even when Hitler began 
the wer against Poland in September 1939, ~checht, on the occasion of a 


meeting of the released members of the Reichsbank Directorate, expressed the 

view that our armament was incomplete and quite unsuitable for a war of 
Way 

ageression and that Germany could in no/start it ageinst a military power 


& ines © Ld Lg LJ 
like “Foland, let clone against a coalitions 
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Schacht Exhibit No. 37a 
Hc belicved that the war would end in three weeks with the collapse of the 
German ary. 
With an attituce anc a judgement of things such as this, Schacht could not 
be further removed from anything than fron thc plenning of a war of ascrcse 
sion, it heart, Schacht was always c pacifist. Lvoryonc who knew hin will 
be able to confirm this, Had Schacht really participatcd in a pl-n for inp: 
it would have been utterly ebsurd for hin to walk out just at the noncn 
whcn the possivility of a war arosc. Hc would then hovo frustrated his 
forner dealings and plans. 
I testify on oath to the truth of ny above statencnts, I an acquainted with 
the significance of such an attestation, 
This protocol, the original text of which has bocn left with nc , has Seen 
writtcn down, read out, approved by the participants and sirncd as follows 


by their own honc, also signed anc seated by nc the notary, 


(sgd.) Ernst Huclse 
(s;td.) Dr. ijacntig LS 


Voluc RM 3,000 


Fee, clause 26, 43 RU 16.-- 


Clause 52 — 
Turnover Tax 0.48 


The above first copy is handed to Rcichsbankdircktor Ernst Huclse, 
Hamburg, "th (scventh) March 1946 fatnotocn hundred and forty-six). 

LS ssd, Dr. Wiacntis 
I hereoy certify that tho docewwnt reproduecd above is a verbatin rendering 
of the notarisec and sworn statcnent of Rcichsbankctrekkor Ernst Huclse, 
Nurcnberg, 30th Larch 1946 


Dr. jur, Herbcrt Kraus 


Professor of Jurisprudence, 
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Statement affirmed in lieu of 
oath by Reic!: Bank Director 
Ernst HUELSE on 8 April 1946, 
supplementing his statement made 


7 March 1946, 
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Statement affirmed in lieu of oath by Reich Bank 
Director Ernest  HUELSE on .& April 1946, 


supplementing his statement of March 1946, 


Nuernberg,. 8 April 1946. 


To the statement made under oath on 7 March 1946 before Notary 
Lj ; 
Dr, Gottfried WAENTIG, I wish to add the following explanations to 
the declarations under No. 3, 

Certain leading political circles in the U.S.A. apparently had 
an interest in the dismissal of SCHACHT on 20 Jenuary 1939. I draw 
this conclusion from a conversation which as far as I can remember 
I had shortly before the wor between Germany and Russia, with a 
gentleman of the U.S, Embassy in Berlin upon tue occasion of a 
reception at the house of Governor SCHNER (retired), ås a short note 

E on this conversation was burncd, together with other notes , when my 
house was bombed (December 1943), the exact wording of this long past 
conversation tho date and other details no longer remain accurately in 
my memory, as far as I can remember, the occurrence was enacted as 
follows: 

it said reception the wellknow Mr. WOOD , at thet time financial 
Attaché at the U.S. Embassy and at present, as far as I know, Consul - 
Gencral in Zurich, introduced me to the also present leading gentleman 
of the U.S, Embassy in Berlin, At tho introduction I did not pay 
attention to the name, Whether it was the then Charge d! affaires 
of the U.S, Embassy, KIRK, I cannot say for certain, as lx, KIRK 


was not known to me personally. I also unf ortunately neglected 


after the conversation to 
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inform mysclf 2s to the identity of tho gontlovan in question, 
as I was immediately drawn into convorsation by other gontlomen 
then prosent and the gentleman from the U.S. Exbassy left the 
house during this conversation. 

Tho conversation as far as I can romembor ran 2s follows: 

Mr. X asked first whether Dr. SCHACHT could be met in Berlin 
then or in the next few d-ys. Thon I s-4d thet 95s fer as I rmew 
SCHAC!T weg in Munich or Southern Gevnany and that his return w-^s 
not to be exnectod for some tize, tho converse: tion turned to the 
rotirement of SC..ACiT end e number of menbors of tho xeich Benk 
Board of Directors. To the question ss to the reasons for tho 
dismissal by .ITLER, I rovlicd th:t the officiel press. hed alrondy 
givon several roasons. I roauested understanding of the fact that 
+ could not szy anything tgyond that., Thereupon Mr. X ro»liod that 
it would be very well, in the interests of tho necessary rosucption 
of relations between the U.S.-. and Germany after th: war, if there 
were at the end of tho war sone prominent veople in Germany -gfinst 
whem, in the eyes of leading personalities of his country no char- 
gcs could be leid. For this reason ho welcomed tho retirenont of 
Dr. SOHAOLT end of tho mombers of tho Reich Bank Board of Directors. 
Then ho exoressod his rogret that ho probably would have no oppor- 
tunity to speak to SCFACIT within a reasonable time. He reguested 
me to convey greetings to him and incidentally to inform him of our 
conversation. I boliove,whon ho requested conveyance of greetings 
he added "in tho name of President ROOSZVZIT", but I could not swoar 


to thet now. 
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I affirm in lieu of oath the correctness of ny above stetoronts. 
(sicnod) Srnst HUZLSE 

Doc R No .58 

Tho authenticity of above signature of Mr. irnst HUELSE, Director 
of the Hoich Bank, in nanburg-Wandsbeck, Claudiusstrasse 68 is heroby 
certified as having been affixed in my prosence. 

Director .UELSS identifiod hinself personally to my setisfaction 

& by presentation his official travol Dassport. 
Nuernborg on the ninth day of april nineteenhundred and forty six. 
Costs: 


Notary foo par.39 KO 4.-- 





Seles tax. 0.12 
4.12 
naid (signed) Dr. BECKER 


Notery 





I hereby certify that the document reproduced above is a litoral 
rendcring of the statement made in lieu of oath by the Roich Benk 
Director Ernst LU/LS. on 8 april 1946. 
Nuernberg 16 april 1946 

Dr.jur. Herbert Kaus Py, 


Professor of Jurisprudence 


-lE 








SCTIACCT Exhibit No.37 C 


nk p 


avtostod ststomort in list of oath 
of Hoich Bank Director Ernst HUZILSZ 
given on 8 April 1946 to supploment 


his atatement given on 7 March 1946. 
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Att^stod statement in lieu of oath 

of Reich Bank Director Ernst HULSE 
given on 8 Avril 1946 to supplenent 
his statonont givon on 7 March 1946. 


Nuornborg, 8 april 19-56 


To tho statement in licu of oath made before notary Dr.Gottfricd 
WASNTIG on 7 March 1946, I would Like to agd to tho statoments under 

aragraph 4 tho following sumlomentary eaplonstion: 

I roc?»ll several occ?sion?l talks with Dr.SCHaCiT(in tho yoars 1935 - 
1959) concerning war snd armanont, During these talks ho always oxoros- 
sed his svorsion towerd any war and any war-like conduct. Ho roprosontod 
the firm viewpoint, thet a war would bring evon tho winner only diseadvant— 
ages and that s now Europosn war would on the whole bo a crime against 
culture and humanity. He honed for Germany for a long poriod of norce 
which sho needed nore then other countrics in order to improve and 
stebilize its unstable ocono-ic situation, 

To ny knowledge until ecrly in 1938, Dr.SOLACET in mootings of the 


* -— 


Roich Bank Board of Directors ənd in private convorsations on tho subjoct 


of armanont spoke only of defense mo sures. I helicve I can recall that 


J 
© 


told no in the middle of tho year 1958 that HITEER!s provoc: tive 
measures sgainst austris snd the Sudeten country would fron the military 


stendvoint have been worse than thoughtlegs. 
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Germeny had only urdertaken a defensive armament which would be en- 





tiroly insufficient for = defense against tho attack of a great power, 
on which HITLER would havo had to count. He hed nover heard that the 
Wehrmacht would bo in ny way suitable and cquipped for a war of aggros- 
sion. 

When the war broke out and kept spreading he frequently stated that 
ho had boon greatly disappointed in his judgment of tho porsonality of 
HITLER. He had hoped for a long time that + ITLER would develop into a 


real statesmen who after his omoricnees in the World War would. 





I affirm in lisu of oath the truth of above statononts. 
eiznod: 
Ernst HUSLSZ 

Docuncnt pago No 59 

I certify tho authonticity of the signsture of Reich Bank Diroctor 
Mr.Ernst HUGLSE in HAMBURG -— WaNDSSECK, Claudiusstrassc 68, appearing 
on precoding page which was made in my presence. 

Director EU2LSZ identified himsolf to me by presenting his official 


E passport. 


Nuernberg 9 April 1946 


signed Dr, BECKER 





Notary 
costs: 
Notery cost per.39 4.—— 
tex —-.l29 
paid 4.12 
PTT ENSE ce Cn KELENTIT I e L Re PR Ny S INI INE con E M ER A ISI NE LI RII DUI ORDER NUS 


I certify that the document co;icd tbove is a litor^l copy of the 
certificd statement in liou of oath of Reich Bank Director Ernst 
HUZLSE of 8 April 1946. 


Nuornborg 16 april 1946 
Dr.jur,Horbort KRAUS 


Professor of Jurisprudence 
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Cortifiod snà sworn tostimony 
of Genoral of the Infentry George THOMAS 


20 Fobruary 1946 
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SCHACHT Exhibit No. 38 


Cortifiod and sworn tostimony of Goneral 


of tho Infantry Georg THOMAS on 20 Fobruery 1946, 


I, Goorg THOMAS, Genorsl of the Infantry, rotirod, born 20 Fobruary 1890 
in FORST (I-usitz) horewith reply to tho questions put to no undor oath 
es follovs: 


1.) Quostion.: SCHACHT eleins to have influoneod BLOMBERG to rotard roermement 





Can you givo infornetion on this matter ? Whon wes it 7 

ansvert I was Chief of the Arny Deonoric Staff or of tho Army Economie and 
Armamont Office of tho Suprono Corrend of tho Wehrmacht (OKW) fron 1934 

to tho tino of ny dismissal on Jenuary 1943, In this capacity I hed 
connections with tho Reich Hinistor for Leonorics «nd Reich Bank Prosidont 
Hjimar SCHACHT. Undoubtedly until 1936 SCHACHT promotod rosrneront by 
nekine ev-ileblo tho necossnry moans. From 1936 on ho used ovory opportunity 
to influenco BLOMBERG to roduce tho tempo and oxtont of tho ermamont. His rer 
wore as follows} 

l» RISK to tho curroncy. 


of 
2e Insufficient procuetion/consuzor goods. 


Se Tho denzor to foroicn policy which SCHACHT sew in excessive armenent for 


Germeny. Tho lest point frocuontly caused hin to indicate ropoetodly to 


PTOMBGRG end no thet by no norns rust tho arnanont load to a new wer, 
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Theso voro also tho ro#sons which led hin to thro-ston BLOMBERG with 
rosignation in 1936 end egein in 1937. Both times I was dolozetod by 
BLOMBERG to influoneo SCHACHT not to cerry out his throst of resination, 
I wes prosont curing the conference between BLOMBERG and SCHAGITin 1937. 
ge Quostion: Did SCHACHT othorwiso reprosont siniler idess boforo 

members of tho arny ? 

Ansvor? I. mysolf was è witness, that SO'A07T in his speeches boforo 

tho Wehrmacht Acedony kopt roforring to tho fect that Germeny for 

economic ro^sons cannot wogeo a now wr end taking this into consicorstion, 
armenent has to be kent within the nocossery linits,. 


Se Quostion: What do you know About SCIAC T's conternle tod visit to tho 





doacguertors in ZOSSEN et tho ond of August 1939 7 
ave f t he 
n j Li . 
AnSwor: In August 1939 — on th., tina which wes et first fixed for attack 
On Foland, ~ SCHACIT togothor with Goen-rrl OSTER ond Dr. GISZVIUS eno 
to my residonece and bogéod mo, to try onco roro tocothor with hin tc 
provont tho conterplsted £tt^ck on Poland, Wo drove thet vory nicht 
to Adnir?l CANARIS in ordor to c*11 on Gonerrl HALDER with hin ^nd 
tho last minute for 
thus to win him -t/tho coup à!ot^t (CStrstsstroich) and by so doing to 


prevent tho camrneien. Wo heerd from CANARIS that the tine fixod for 


attack hed been postponed. 
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Thereupon SOHAC! 
HACHT made himself s 
mself eveileble for ovory meeting with HALDER, 
7} ^ AANA Ps 
which CANARIS end I contorpletod for the prevontion of tho wer 
- €, ə 
On 27 Novorbor 19 
iovember 1939 whon by o ECK, GOLu POJ 
y order of BECK, GOZuDZLER end FOPITZ I visited 
H ER 14 f 
ALDER to win hin for this coup d'etat HAIDER told mo that SCHACHT also 
A 
nas t ™ AUCH 
s offered himself to seo BRAUCHITSC3, in ordor to ox-lein to hin tho d'nzors 
A á 44.1 dd e, LES 
of è, now Vorlà Y n E f 
w World Wer upon continuance oi HITLER's nolicios. Thoroupon I visited 
tho adjute of 3RAUCT if 
o &cjutent of ARAUCHITSON end asked him to rocoive SCHACHT. The plennoed 
meeting could not be carricd out, as DRAUCHITSCH hea rofusoà to rocoiv 
Vs t Q 
S CELACHT, 
= Guostion: Did SCTIACET went wer ? 
Ansvor? I kept up contact with SCHACHT even eftor tho dismissal of SCHACHT 
in my capacity es Plonipotontiary for Economics, He elweys hed toli ro , that 
L i » , - p P 
ovorything would have to bo done to finish tho wer, tut thet this would bo 
L J N ee te G 
possiblo only if tho lopdine Gonor-18 would finally ocido to do away with 
HITLIR GOVERNMENT, 


-T— a T ry ek (t bw ^ me 0s — 
FALKENSTEIN, Teunus 20 Februery 1946, 


signed: Goore THOMAS $ 
Gaara MITON 
wooTrs THOMAS 


General of the Infentry, retired 


11 ct ^o ve a x E d'xaSL "e - — 
Subseribed *nà sworn to before ro =t FALIZZSSTEIN in Teunus, Gormeny, this 


20 th dey of Februsry 1946, 


Ssisened: nicherd A. GUTMAN 


Rich'rd A. GUTAAN , let Lt, AUS. 
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I T 1fy - y € ^ ^ - 
LÀ M , , C cw L S > ) - oS mony 


of Gonorel of th 
neral oi eInfentry Goore THOM 20 3 
y Goors THOMAS on 20 Fobruery 1946, 


Mio sors 
Nuernbore, 16 Merch 1946 


Dre jur. Norbert KRAUS 


> 
Profossor of Jurisprudence. 
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oath by Colonel Hans GRONAU 
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Certificd deposition in lieu of o^th by 
Colonel Hans GRONAU 


on 14 March 1916 


Affirmation in lieu of ooth. 


In the knowledge of the fact that this deposition is meant for 


the Nuernberg Tribunal, I, the undersigned, the former Coloncl of the 


German Luftwaffe H, GRONAU, declare in lieu of o^th as follows 


before the attorney-at-low Dr. Curt WESSIG, who certifics this protocol 


with his signature; 


I have conscientiously gone over the questions which Professor 


Dr. Herbert KRAUS, Dr. SCHACHT's defense counsel, put to me in the 


case of Dr. SCHACHT and I answer then as follows: 


Question 1) 


answer 1) 


Question 2) 


Answer 2) 


Question 3) 


Answer 3) 


Since when haye you been on more friendly terms with 
SCHACHT? 

I made SCH..CHT's acquaintonce through his son Jens on 
his estate in 1937 and met him often in the following 
years, In 1943 he made me god-fother of his youngest 
daughter, 

Was SCHACHT in favor of HITLER's policy as it had 
Geveloped through the years? 

Fairly soon after we had become acquainted Dr, SCHACHT 
confided in me and expressed himsclf with surprising 
frankness against HITLER!s policy, 

Did SCHACHT approve of HITLER's war policy in particular 
or did he oppose it? 

No, he opposed it, I recall one particular incident, 


One evening in his home we listened to the English 


news; it was on the day of the invasion of Norway, 
-.1"7'7- 
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With cach report of additional German shipping losses Dr. SCHACHT slapped 


nis legs for joy and cried "that much faster we will be rid of the fellew 


and the wer will come to en end.! 


Question 4) 


Answer 4) 


Question 5) 


Answer 5) 


Question 3) 


Answer 6) 


Question 7) 
Answer 7) 
Question 8) 


Answer 8) 


Question 9) 


Answer 9) 


Did you know that SCHACHT was reedy to de away with HITLER, if 

necessary by force? 

No. 

You brought SCHACHT and Generel LINDEMANN together. When was 
that? 

In the fell of 1943 for the first time in years I saw General 

LINDEMANN egain, my former school and regiment comrade. While 
discussing politics I told nim that I knew SCHACZT well, and 
General LINDEMANN asked to be introduced to him, whereupon I 
established the connection. 

What did LINDEMANN expect from SCHACHT, and what was SCHACrT's 
attitude towsrd ain ? 

The teking up of political relations with forcign countries 
following a successful attempt (presumably on HITLER's life - 
translator), de promised nis future cooperation. At the 
beginning of 1944 LINDEMAWN mede severe reproacaes, blaming 
the generals for hesitating too long. The attempt would have 

to be made prior to the invasion by the Allies. 

Was LINDEMANN involved in the attempted assassination of 20 July 
1944 17 

Yes, he vas one of tue main figures. 

Did ne inform SCHACHT of any details of this plan? 

Nothing: about the $econical end of the attempt; he did inform 

him, nowever, on wnat wes to happen thereafter. 

Did SCHACZT approve the plan? 


itSe = ses * 
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Question 10) Did SCHACHT put himself at the disposal of the military 
in the event the attompt succeeded? 
answer 10) Yes, 
Question 11) Were you arrested aftcr 20 July 19442 
Answer 11) Yes, 
ostion 12) How were you able to last through your imprisonuent? 


Answer 12) By stoically denying complicity, 


Homburg, 14 March 1946 
(signed) Hans GRONAU 


I herewith certify the correctness of Coloncl GRANAUts Signature, 


Hamburg, 14 March 1946 


(signed) Dr. Curt WESSIG 


——À n -—— a n t LS RÀ t n A LS ton a SS QUID. QUU MAD. SS DOS VD GE OSS QUID. uS UID cu. UMP an qup OU ous crum A— Áo e — o — ce — — ooo =e o eee eee — Á — À— —À 0 — KI—Vcc— — —À e Gees eee 


: I certify herewith that the above document is 2 true copy of the 
certified deposition in lieu of oath of Colonel Hans GRONAU of 


l4 March 1946, 


Nuernberg, 27 Morch 1946 


Dr. jur. Herbert KRAUS 


Professor of Jurisprudence 
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Sworn Statecrients, , attested by a notary, 
fo K-ummnerdirektor (retired) Dr, Phil. 
hr. 


Jure Walter Asmis 


dated 13 Merch 1946. 
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Sworn stætdmente attested by a notary, 
of 
Kammerdirektor (retired) Dr. Fhil. Dr. Jur. 
Walter Asmis 


dated 13 March 19465. 


Subject Dr, Schacht, 

Deposition of Kammerdirektor (retired) Dr. phil. Dr. Jur, Walter Asmis, 
Ubernkirchen (County of Schaumburg), Eilserstr. 506, at the Nurembers 
Trial in reply to the following questions; 

1.) You were .employed at the Reich Ministry of Ecanomics when Dr. 
Schacht left this Ministry? 

That can you say about the particulars of his departure and how 
did Dr. Schacht express himself at that time regarding this? 

2e) Do you remember any other statements or actions by Dr. Schacht 
Which have referenee to his relationship to the Party and its leadership ? 
If so, please state these, 

Deposition, 
A. Personal Details, 

In the year 1932,1 was removed by the Netional Socialist Government, 
immediately after their coming into power ("Machtuebernahme") in a parti- 
cularly spiteful manner, from my office as Managing Director of the Cham- 
ber of Agriculture for the Province of Sachsen zu Halle (Saale) on account 
of my opposition to the political agitation of the Party. I was taken 
from my office and put under arrest without indication of any reasons y 
was most severely insulted publicly and wes involved in much disciplinary 


and criminal procedure, 


181- 








| ONL UMA 


H0798-0071 





























(Page 174 
of original) Schacht Exhibit No. L0. 


During the irksome proceedings which dragged out for a little over ty 

years, I and likewise those of the people working with me who were also 
arrested were in all instances acquitted 10 % by the Courts. .In the noan- 
time, however, our posts had been filled by other people. I myself, despite 
repeated complaints addressed to the Prussian Prime Minister, wes finally 
compulsorily pensioned off by the Prussian Minister of Agriculture by a 
misuse of the "Law for the reinstatement of professional Civil Servants" 
("Gesetz zur Wiederherstellung des Berufsbeamtentums"), This whole strugzle 


took place for the most part publicly, and,because of my position as an 





influential official of the biggest Germen Chamber of Agriculture, a wide 
circle. of people was affected, 
a3 & result of this situation,I came in the summer of 1935 to Dre Scha cht, 


bi 


et that time ccting as Reich Minister for Economic Affairs, whom I had known 
for many years, It at once characterizes Schacht's attitude to the Party 
and its methods that,despite serious public charges during the above-mentioned 
Struggle, whilst even 1. the persons who formerly worked with me were forbidde: 
ES to have any intercourse with me or even to greet me, he,without any 
hesitation, offered me a position in the Reich iinistry of Economies, 

My duties were to be : to observe constantly and critically. the measures 
and public announcements of the Party and of the agrarian leadership and to 
keep Minister Schacht informed with completely unbiassed objectivity of the 
true state of things in the Sphere of agricultural and feod economy, Dre 


Sehacht wished to have this information as he did not trust the various 


prejudiced colored reports 
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from that side, 


He wished in this way to prevent unpleasant surprises’ by the agrarian sec- 
tor which otherwise would only too easily have had serious repercussions 
on the rest of economy, for example through the necessity for making foreign 
currency &vcileble for the import of focistuffs, 

intrusted with this task, which likewise wes evidence of Dr, Schachit's 
inher reservations regarding the Party, I remained in the Reich Ministry 
of Economics up to his relinquishing his post in the year 1937 and imaediate- 
ly therecfter I myself left, 


I never belonged to the NSDAP or any of its branches, 





uestions, 
Osing to the fact that we have been acquainted for many years, Dr. Schacht, 

auring the time I was working in the Reich Ministry of Economics, often 

mede very frank statements to me when ve Jere alone together, with regard 

to his attitude to the Party and its eédevship, I repeat the following 

Statements made by Dr, Schacht, as far as I can remember them, They are 

éiven in chronological order cs in thet way they can be better understood, 

i therefore do not come to Sehacht's dismissal from office until the end. 

le Schacht's determination not to let himself be mde the tool of the 
Farty was mede evident in that he issued circular orders for the internal 
Service of the Ministry, according to which, those working there (Mit- 
arbeiter) were in no ease to show that they were tractable to direct 
pressure from the Party, but were only to pay attention to the directives 
issued by him as the responsible Minister, 

ee in 1935, thet is at the beginning of period during whith I was working 
in the Ministry, Schacht asuered my question as to uhether he himself 
felt he was attached to the Forty, with a gesture of complete negatione 


"Good Heavens, one would have to give up every humen dignity", 
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Je When he was later awerded the Golden Party Badge (das goldene Partci- 


&bzeichen) and I asked him shortly eftervards =- congratulating him some- 


what ironically - whether he was now going to wear it, his cnsvor 


was 
again a complete denial: "It will be quito safe in the draver,” 
lle When Dr, Sehzceht, in Winter 1936/37, returned from Several attempts he 


made to show the Reich Cheneellor, by means of short memorc.nde, the serious 
economie development, discppointod because of Hitler's unwillingness to 
listen properly to these Statements, I expressed doubts as to Hitlerts 

good will end person. Dr. Schecht rejected this in these words: 


"I wouldn't go cs far as that" and he added as an afterthought, cs if he 


wished to banish rising doubts: "othervisc, all our work here would have 


lost its point," 


Je “en, a fe; months later, Dr. Schacht became less and less Pleased with 
the whole li y ani aid : 
le line of development which Germany was following under the Party 
leadership, he told me of his idea of ostentatiously giving up his work in 
order to register his protcst. He, however, edded; "That would be the 
usc? I would then simply bo shot end the next day there would be a notice 
in the newspaper thet I had unfortunatcly beon the victim of a motor accident 
f ; å . n "T -y . L1 . 1. 
Oe These individual Statements, which I remember in their exact words 


because of their Significant and, for Dr, Schacht, typical wording, corros- 
pond to the whole attitude of Dr. Schacht to the Perty and to its loodor- 
9» aS it was represented to mc by him at other times also during this 


period. He obviously at first belicved i Hitler's good will, 
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however, at least from 1935 onwards, he hed increasingly stronger doubts 
about the methods of the Party and its whole tendency and again and 
egein tried with all his might to counteract it, When this remained un- 
Successful and the development continued on lines which he knew to be 
wrong, in Autumn 1937, that is long before the outbreak of war, he, as an 
upright man, drew his own conclusions and resigned from his post as Reich 
Minister for Economic {.ffairs anā therefore from his share of resoonsi- 
* bility. Obviously, he could not relinquish office in the normal Way, 
because the Party needed his nome for reasons of prestige, So, in 
Autumn 1937, he simply stayed gway from the offices of the Reich ! 
lirilstry. of Econoniesfor weeks on ond. He started the "sitdown strike® as 
it was called as & joke in the Ministry and went ån an official capacity 
only to the Reichsbenk, until he was released. I do not remember naving 
direct 
heard Jr. Schacht say what, actually, seve him the final impulse to retire 


from office as Reich Minister for #conomic Affairs, 


(e With reference to the indictment on account of the preparation of wars 
e 

of aggression, I would expressly like to state that during the period that 
I wes working in the Reich Ministry of Economics I never heard 
the slightest mention, either from Dr. Schacht personally” or from any other 
colleague, of anything that could heve implied knowledge of aggressive 
intentions of any kind, 

Se In the years 1938/39, I hardly saw Dre Schacht, on account also o? my 


own fairly long trips ebroad, 
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in February 1940, that is, after the conolusion of the Polish campaign and 
before the campaign in the Jest Started, I visited Dr, Schacht once in his 
house in Berlin, In the course of conversation, I asked him whether he was now 
living completely as a private individual or whether he héd been drawn in some 
wey into assisting with the leadership, Dr. Schacht answered with biting irony; 
"hs Reich Minister, I have yet to miss a meeting of the Reich Cabinet, however, 
the last meeting wes in February 1938," 

4s was evident from his further statements, he had obviously already been 


excluded long before the Outbreak of war, 


Since this discussion in February 1940 I did not &£gein see Dr, Schacht during 
the further course of the war nor hed eny direct connection with hin agains 

The accuracy of the above Statements I hereby affirm by Statutory declaration, 
Ao. 103 Document Register 1946, 

I herewith certify the threc Signétures made in my presence, on the three 

the 
preeceding pages by/ following person personally known to me 
Kemmerdirektor (retired) Dr. Phil, Dr. Jur, Welter Asmis in 
Obernkirchen 


Eilser Strasse No. 506, 


Obernkirchen, 13 March 1946, 
Signed: lLodtmann 


Notary. 


Charges 
Value 5,000 Rmark 
Fee, Clause 39 R.K,O0. 5.65 RM 


Notary: sSignéd Lodtmann 
-1?6- 
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l hereby certify that the document reporduced above is a verbetin 


rendering of the notarised and sworn statement of 


Kamierdirektor _(retired) Dre Phil. Dr. Jur. Walter Asmis dated 13 March 1946, 


-^ 2 - ^ 1 P, 
Nuremberg. 25 March 1916. 


Dr. Herbert Kreus 


rrofessor of Jurisprudence, 
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Certificd sworn statement 
of the rotirod State Secretary 
D arl Christian SCHMID 


of 19 March 1946, 




















ll 























LM 


H0798-0078 
(Page 181 
of Orig.) SCHACHT Exhibit No, al 
Certified sworn statement of tho 
retircd State Secretary Carl Christion SCHMID 
of 19 March 1946, 
Dr, jur. ISERIEYER BASSUM, 19 March 1946 


attornoy-at-Law and Not ary 


Military Government 511, 


Before me, the Atbtorncy-^t-Lsw and Not ary, Militcry Government 
211, Dr. Jur. ISERIEYER s today appcared tho retired State secretary 
Carl Christian SCH'ID, knovn to me personally, and made the following 
statements inlicu of oaths 
Carl Christian SCHMID, former Strte Secretary of the occupied 
Rhenish territorics and Reichstag representative of the Pooplc!s 
Party (Volkspartei), in BERNAU (BADEN) OBERLEHEN No, 112, born 
2 May 1886 in OSNA3RUECK » religions Prot:stant, 
Concerning tho indictment against the former President of tho Reich 
Bank Dr. SCHACHT I st^to the following: 

My acquaintance with Dr. SCHACHT goes back 22 yoors, In 
November 1923 I was calicd in by my political friend, the then 
Reich Chancellor Dr, STRESEMANN » when Dr, SCHACHT was sclectcd as 
Reich Currcney Commissioncr “g.inst other candidates and mot him 
regularly afterwards in the sessions of the Cabinet and other 
Government mectings,  Closor political and personal relations between 
us developed after 1930, since in the economic and financial crisis 
which was beginning, SCHACHT!g experience was of the greatest value 
to me as a deputy of the Gorman Pcople!s Party in the Reichstag 
until 1932, This contact became still closer in the spring of 


1933 when we were both reactivated. Dr. SCHACHT as president of 


the Reich Bank and I as president’ ’ 
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of the government district of D: sseldorf » economically the most 
important in Germany, with 43 n° lion inhabitants, In the two 
years preecding tho war and during tho war itself we constant ly 
had confidential talks » So that I know SCHACHT!s attitude perfectly, 
Dr, SCHACHT d id not belor; to the circle of those immediately 
concerned in preparing the way for the HITLER regime, although he 
was occasionally consulted and : Lso had undertokon a private 
journey to america, in order to win underst anding thore for the 
So-called national opposition, When thc BRUENING Cabinet, which 
had been arranged by Gencrol von SCHLEICHER , was torpodood by 
SCHLEICHER himself, SCHACHT considered the carly "ppointmont of 
HITLER as head of the government to be unavoidable, He pointed 
out thet the great mass of the German people said yos to National 
Socialism and that the Loft ^s well as the "Zentru had come to 
a stato of complete passive resignation, The short life of tho 
transition cabincts of PAPEN an. SCHLEICUER was clear to hin from 
the very beginning, SCHACHT decisively advocated cooperation of 
men of experience in thcir ficlds with National Socialism, with- 
out accepting its progrom as a whole, which ho always referred .to 
ironically 2nd latcr frequently called it —"a really bestial 
ideology" when talking to e, Put he held that the influencing 
of devclopuents from importent “incr powcr positions” was an 
absoluto patriotic duty, and he strongly condemned omi, rations 
and flight to sulking corncrs,. In the first year and a half after 
HITLER's seizure of power SCHaAC T thought thet tho situation was 
promising. He believed that through gradual progress more 


moderation and an internal consolihticn might be expected, On 
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30 June 1934 his opinion changed, especially in regard to evaluating 
the Wehrmacht leadership, in the moderating influence of which he 
had trusted thus far, ith great courage he attemptcd to foretell 
the maturing radical trend in the Party, and soon he drew upon 
himself the bitter enmity of the radicel wing, He fought with 
special energy, referring to HITLER's promise, to spare the Jews 

in the economy, The Reich Ministry for Economics under SCHACHT! s 
leadership was the only supreme Reich authority where the Jews 

still found protection, at least in the economic field, The more 
serious was the concern about the growth of the radical clements, 
all tho more did SCHACHT believe that desertion by the moderate 
Hlomspts Should be opposed and every counterposition should be held, 
Thus he repeatcdly urged mo too to stay on in my important outpost 
and to offer resistance to the megalimarisee dilcttontism of my two 
Gauleiters. In spite of radicatBirzation he considered the s 
to be basically strengthened, but he told ne as corly 2s 1934 that 


tne system may survive much, ^it not an inflotion or a wor. I 


OSS Oe See me 


bi 


heave often witnessed that lending Party representatives have 
vigorously attacked S@HACHT's attitude toward the Part 
Since 1937 Dr, SCHACHT lost all hope for a change toward 
c, in view of the commanding powor-position of HIMJILER and 
the weakness of the Wehrmacht icadership, and regardless of 
personal danger involved he v rked rather openly for the over- 
throw of the regime, Thus in February 1937 he had mo arrange 
& secret mecting at my officicl residenee in DUESSEI DORF, with 


the militarily influcntial Commanding. 
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General of the 6th army Corps, von KLUGE, in order to win him over 
to a plan of military intervention. For this purpose Dr. SCH..CHT 
went to HAMM in Westphalia incognito; my car was to meet him thoro 
but misscd him. Thereupon Dr. GISEVIUS and I acquainted Gencral 
von KLUGE with SCHACHT!s ideas, SCHACHT was decidcdly for immediate 
military section, since he held the domestic and foreign political 
situation to be very threatening. General von KLUGE was convinced 
personally, but ho was unable to make his vicwpoint prevail among 
the Wehrmacht leaders, 

I recall numerous talks with Dr. SCHACHT, in which ho stoted 
that a war was an sconomic impossibility end simply crazy, thus 
for instance in MUEHLHEIM at the house of Dr, Fritz THYSSEN , who 
closely associated with GORING and HITIER before 1933 — was in 
strong opposition since 1934, cud who also fought against every 
thought of wor as madness, Officially as well as privately SCHACHT 
always advocated the viewpoint thuat armoment was indispensable for 
reasons of national security and as the basis for a forcign policy 
ready to reach understanding, He thought that by clever utilization 
of the world's, war-wearincss HITIER could reach the necessary 
conccssious by peaceful means, ‘nd for years he belicved that HITLER 
would in the last analysis avoid a scrious war threat. Dr. SCH..CHT 
in his talks with mo strongly t. 1 ironcially criticized the HOCMLER -= 
ROSENBERG living-spece plans ag inst Russia, as examples of the mad 
hybris of radical Party circles, SCH.CHT's special hobby—horse, 
on the other hand was an agreement with England on the colonial 


problem, from which he hoped tc achieve a bencficial sofoty-voluc 
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effect on the overheated nationalistic passions of German youth. 
"hen in the course of the years the official foreign represen- 
tatives in the Rhineland began to talk to me more often ^bout the 
increasing gravity of the international situation, I considered 
it my duty to ease their minds by informing them of Dr. SCHACHT! g 
viewpoints, My statements can be confirmed by the: former American 
Consul General KLI*"ORTH in COLOGNE, the Enelish Consul General 
BELL, and the French Consul Ceneral Noel HENRY., 
After the Reichwehr crisis in the winter 1937 — 1938, the 


decisive inner political preliminary to the war, Dr. SCHACHT 


DS n+ (^ 52 08 9 ae d 14 
lai7liu t*cCOIDSU MNO 


bécame very active in the/recime, Several weeks before the 
BLOMBERG/FRITSCH ense became acute, he took me into his confidence, 
so that I .was able to prepare the military close to me, and in 
the critical hour toward the end of January 1938 he induced me 
to a nocturual surprise visit to General von KLUGE, who was at 
first inclined to head a drive for the rescue of von FRITSCH and 
thereby to prevent war adventures, but who withdraw a few days 
later, After that time SCHACHT was almost without hope, advised 
me to resign from office, and told me that he too would retire 
cLO 
completely, Any military ection still possible to/away with the 
System should, however, be aided, 

When, after repeated vain attempts to be released from my 
office, on 9 November 1938 " because of my wife's Jewish descent" 
200 SA men invaded my offici-l residence in DUE SELDORF and 
I and my family escaped by a hair being beaten to death, and 
when I was then thrown out of office, the Reichbank President 


was the only one in BERLIN who sent me a telegram expressing 


his disgust and the only one to intercede in my favor. 
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On the other hend Minister Prosidont GOERING whom I hed approached. end 
Minister of the Interior FRICK kopt utterly passive. As an unyielding 
representativo of humane convictions Dr. SCHACHT hed elweys been very 
outspoken against persecution of Jews and other sadistic excesses of 
Naziism. However, he was the sole BERT IN dignitery who did anything 
in this respect and later on ne did not hesitete frequently to visit 


me end my wife in spite of her Jewish erandpsrentse 


Upon my return from = trip around the world esrly in August 19389 
de I met in Stresa Dr. SCHACHT who hin olf hed beon in british Indie. 
He hoped at the tine thet the scuto denger of wer might be checked oncá 
more and nigat be delayed until sprins of 1940. Wine gained, everytuing 
gained! A few weeks lster in September 1989 Dr. SCuaChT? received me 
in nis Berlin howe with the words: " Until now the Reich G-oinst hes 
failed to take foruel notice of the fect of wer. Moreover, this tino 
the cuestion es to guilt is unequivoc-l and we ore ontiroly'& le mein" 
of our foes." Our opinion thet Geruany after an initivcl fire of straw was 


faced with a lost wer of conquest coincided perfectly froin September 





1939 end remsined the sane throughout the entire wer. 





= 


n Maren 1940 in the course of a confidentiol conversstion lesiins 
for nours in my howe in BerlineZehlenz rf, Dre SGHaACET talked with 
General HOEPNER with whom I wes bef tended and who hed come to Berlin 
from the front especially for this purpose, trying to influence hin 

1 Wie 


to act immediately prior to the planned Western | 


known to us, xe declared thet the wer w ould otnerwise erow to encompess 


tne entire world end it: end could not even be foreseen, 
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io also scvcrcly criticized the overweening sclf-cstination of Jan: 


+ 


3 
= 
<4 
~e A 
O 


was industriclly unable to Wace <. prolonged war, and the propaganda against 
the United States, In regard to hitler, Schacht remarked that Hitler was a 
nadnan who cunningly deceived the people around him as to his mental state, 
Hocpner personally was convinced ut Was unable to prevail ovir Brauchitsch 
Halacr, The Gentlenen did not yct Coon tho situation ripe. 
Since that tine I frequently ciseusscá the war situation with Dr. Schacht 
as well as tho stcps he tock to got ric of the shan position forecd u»on 
him as of Reich Linistor without pertfolio. Our attitudes were 
always the sanc, ic saw the catactrophe approach, but in vicw of the pro- 
crastination and the ciscore anong the military our despair kc pt crowing, 
Ine opportunity of going to af orcign country was always fir ly rejceted 
by Dr. Schacht, Hc wished to fulfil his duty within Germany until tho very 
end. Until 20 July 1944, Dr.Schacht to ny cxact knowledge, caught at every 
straw which sconcd to hold a pronise of rescuc, and as the truc patriot 


he always was, hc cx:osced hinsel^ quite madly, His anticivation that it 


3 
a 
He 
à — 


vecssary regardless of all :isinteorprctations to try a countorposition 
Íror: the inner linc was absolute]; correct > Cven though success was doniod 
for other reasons, 


I ccrtify in licu of oath the correctness of iy above statcounts, 


3 


T5 (7e p) $ es v 
Read, approved, signed, 


(signed) Dr. Carl Christion Schnic 


ecrolfied 
M - i. el. -— uh 


(roned) 
Attornay -2Ab-low and No ary 
TAE Government 511 
Dr, Jur. i1so07 rer 
wttorr cy-at-lLaw and Notary, 


MN 
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I herewith certify that thc docurert reproduced on the previous 


1 


page is a verbatim copy of tho sworn and certified affidavit 


9 


of Secretary of State, retircd, Carl Christian SCHMID 


Nuernberg 29 March 1946 


Dr. jur. Herbert KRAUS 


Profesor of Jurisprudence, 
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Sworn Oc opition of 
Dr, Jare Dr. ing. hoc. BEXCKEMEYER 


of 16 Janu ry 1946 


Dr. Berckoneyer Berlin ~ Lenkwitz 
16 Jenuery 1946 


Colencrellistr, 15 


Doer Dr, DIX, 


The information given to you thet I rocortly spoko to an 
acquaintence &bout Horr SCHACHT's attitude, is true. If you summon me to 
arpoar as © witnoss in Nurnberg, I will n-turslly heve to appoar. iiowever, 
I would bo grateful if this wore not necessary. I em 72 yoers old, and the 
trip is very difficult. 

Bolow, I am writing down whetovor I have to say on this topic. First 
of #11 I should like to st-te thet although I heave known Herr SCHACHT for 
several decades, no particular porsonel relations bind no to hin. 

A witness ssid at tho Nuornborg triat thet Horr SC.LACI? hed beon 
hostile to the r-rty sinco 1937. It is ny opinion that Horr SCILACHT was 
strongly opposod to the Frrty snd its exponents from the vory becinnineg. 

While ho wes Minitstor, Horr SCHACHT frequently spoke in public. 


I heard severei of his spe ‘ches end was infornoed 
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by othor industrislists of tho contents of other speeches. Whon he mado 
& spooch Mr. SCHACHT let no Opportunity pass without criticizing the Farty 
end its vrinciples, sozotinos by objective criticism but mostly by quite 
biting renarks. Every ` >» industri^list who attended his srceches will 
confirm my stetoment. The exect y ordinz of these critical and biting 
re.-rks I am stlo to rec-11 in throe instances only; the first two 

heard myself, while the third was related to ne by the heads of the Schlo- 
Sische Wcrko, where I was chairman of tha boerd of directors. Hovovor,I 
should like to ormhasize exoressly that it was not these throe instances 
alone which I have in mind, but that Mr. SCHACHT whenever he avpecrod 


Party more or less strongly with sovcr:l »hreses. 
were 2s follows: 


leading economists, the two first rows were occuniod by party loaders, 
SA and. SS leaders, Mr. SCHACHT discussed the economic situction of thet 
time and made tho following remer»: "There are very many people these 

days who constently confuse vitelity and brutality." In the course of 
this speech he aso made several other biting remarks. tho wordine of 

whici I have 
2) Now and then the Kaisor-Wilhel). Society of Science from tine to tine 
invited a small circio of Leading persons in B.rlin to en unconstrained, 
sociable gatheriag with a simie swmer Ltacding men of the Party, among 


them soveral iinisters, represcutativos cf the economy end of scionco wore 


orosont. after Privy Councillor (Gcheinrat) 
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BOSCH, the Chairmen of tho Keisor-.ilheln Socicty, had wolcorod tho 
guests, Horr SCHACHT, bein. tho oldost Roich Minister, thanked hin. Ho 
begen his t-lk as follows? "When I look eround this illustrious circle 
I must think of the words by Goeth: Supreme ha»pinoss of tho osrth'!s 
children is collectivity." Ho pruso briofly 2nc thon ssid" Ch NO» 
Gocthe did not sry this after all. “e s-ids"Individbality moans Suprono 
heppincss of the oprth's childron is ," After tix speegh a 
university profossor sitting next to no romerkod; " It must have boon 
very unpleasant for Horr SCHACHT tat he rede this nisteko in sporking 
Just now," and wes most surprised when I roplied:" You roally havon a 
hérmloss mind, Frofossor. Herr SOJACZT says such things in ovory ono of 
his speeches," 
3.) In Brosleu tho leding industrialists of Silosie voro erlled together 
beceuse Horr SCHACHT wanted to spoek to thom. Horr SCHACHT said hers 
about >s follows;" 3ontlonren, plesse, do not boliovo that I =n ono of those 
with a Party insienis in the left upper button—hole. I am not ono of thoso. 
And I £n most certainly not ono of those whose perty insimie hes ea cold 
edgo.e I em Miniíatov of Heonontes ad that -lonc, 

In menacing your ccumemis 9ff^irs you muet do weet you think is riecht 


anc. whet I tell you to do. nob whet othor people toll you, (This cloerly 


meant tac Ferty authoritice). If roceuse of your astions you should be put 
in à concsntration comp, tafak nothing cf ot, Trt te cuite honorablo, 


And when yeu rovurn hone rron che conecniration cuy you wil havo twice 


as much esteen as before in tho cyos of your workers ~nd onployoos,' 


~ 


Ihe Geuleiter and many Silesian Puruy losdors wore proaont, 


-2900- 














TIL LLLI 


H0798-0090 


























(Page 193 
of Orig.) SCHACHT Exhibit No, 42 

I was not present at this incident. It enn be verified by 
General Director Dr, BIERHAUS, Essen-Bredeney, 4m Wiesenthal 3, 
as well as by numerous other Silesian industrialists, Dr. BIER~ 
HAUS has declared that he is willing to appear in Nuernberg if 
necessory. 

We Berlin industrialists often wondered that Herr SCHACHT 
remained in office and that he was hot distharged long ago , or 
even sent to a concentration carpe There was but one explanation 
for this, that he was a man of outstanding ability whom it would 
be very difficult to roploce,. We also wondered that he remained 
on his own volition, for his dislike of the Party was apparent to 
all of us, We assuned that he did so because ho hoped to prevent 
many things which we economist anposed and which without him might 
have made their appcarcnce in on even more severe manners, 

I certify in lieu of oath tic truth of the above deposition 
in tne knowledge that it is to be submitted to the International 
Tribunal in Nuernberg, and I am inforned as to the culpability of 


an intentional or even careless false affirmetion in licu of octh. 


(Signed;) Dr. jur. Dr. inge he C, BERCKELZYER 


I herewith certify that the above document is 2 true cop 
sworn deposition of Dr. jur, Dr. ing. he Ce BERCKEMEYER of 16 


January 1946, 
Nuernberg, 18 March 1946 


Dr. jur. Horbort KRAUS 


Professor of Low 
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Correspondence between the publisher 





of Ambassador DODD's Diary 1933 - 1938 

(LONDON 1941) ond Sir Nevile Henderson 
og of 16 —- 22 January 19-21 

adoout DODD's Diary, 

printes in Anvassacor DODD's Diary 


anges 425 — 26 
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Relevant for the unrclie ility of DODD's 
reports on conversations in his diary 


published by his children, 


a2 5. 
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Correspondence between the 
publisher of Anbassaidor DODD's Diary 
1933 - 1926 (LONDON 1941) 
end 
Sir Nevile HENDERSON 
of 16-22 January 1941 
about DODD's Diary 

The following correspondence has passec between the publisher ani 
Sir Novile HENDERSON: Jenuery 16, LOL 
My Dear Sir, 

I an about to publish the diery kept by Willian E. DODD ¢urine the 

perio of his duty as United States Ambassador to tho Gerran Reich, 

I an enclosing on a separate sheet a passare uncer the date 28rd June, 
L937, 
It occurs to me that Mr, DODD ney have misunderstoce you. If so, I 
Should be very glad to publish a footnote by you ceorrectine his statenent. 

Yeurs truly, 
VICTOR GOLLAN OZ 

The kt. Hon, Sir Novile HENDERSON, 13.C0,, K,C.1. G,, 

St. James's Club 

106 siccadilly 


London W.1. 
Januery 22n23, 1941. 


Sir, 

I greatly appreciate your courtesy in invitinc my coment on Xr, 
DODD's account of a conversation with ne in Berlin. I have no recollection 
of it myself and can therefore only tell you what I micht heve seii ani what 
I cculc not possibly have fåi. Yet, even that is difficult es iir, DODD's 


account is so misleadine in any Case, 
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Take for instance tho first statenent attributed to ne about Neurath. 
I could not possibly have seid to Hitler that it was "unwise t^ keop Neurath 
at home." Undoubtedly this really refers to Hitler's rifusel to allow Neurath 
to &o to London on a special visit to discuss An-lo-Gorman relations (carly 


June l257—-so6 beginning of Chap. V of ny book.) But as DODD quotes xe 





it weuls look as åf I had wishes. to get Neurath away from Berlin (which 4s 
absurd) !! 
An. 1t is the sane with the zeneral discussion. It is quite incconccoivs le 
that I should have spoken, as DODD reeeris, ebout Bismarck end ennexinz 
Š 
"Czechoslovakia enc other countries", Whet I wuld heve seid wowll be 
that Hitler wes pursuin- the Bisnerel policy of unitine all Germens in one 
Reich. It was obvicus thet that was Hitler's aim and every report to :.i,.G, 
indicate thet it wes so(soc pave 77 of Failure of a Mission on ry visit to 
the Nurenbere Hally). But e statenent of fact is a very cifferent thine to 
favouring a policy. That I cen Sincerely say that I never dic, theuch I 
refarded German unity es ultinetely inevitable sni in eny case reelised 
that 1t could only be preventer. by force, Nor cerul? I possibly have se 
& that "Gorreny nust coninete the Danube-3alken gone." I spent five 


years at Belgrade wor'rine te keep the Balkens ^ut cf all European cormine= 


tion, either German or Italian or Russian! 
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But I might well have said that Gerreny was Cestinel to pley a preconinest 
role in Central Eurcpe and the Danube basin. That azein would ve a statc- 
nent of fact in view of Gerneny!s size and orzenisation, 

The ro-erk attributed to ne that Eneland end Gernany "must ecntrol 
the worl" is pure balderdash enc. hardly fits in with the prccelinz sentence 
about the U.S. What I nicht well have said would be that if there was evor 
to be lasting peace in Europe, Britain and Germany had got to find a 
"modus vivendi," 

It is true that I had very little confidence in the efficacy of the French 
policy, but there arain I would nover have sat? that Frence wes "unworthy 
of support." I would have a thousanc tives rather have supertos France, 
vut I did have little feith in the value of her supporte 

I nay well have seic that I thousht thet Frenco wrul vin in Spain, 
It seemed to me then inevitesle in viow of the policy of non-intcrvontion 
when others were intervening in suite of it. 

As to my ismorance of Nazi persecution of all roli ions, I cen only say 
that I did what I 2^u^5t if eny other č¿iploret cld-—protestec. to Hitler himself 
en this subject—ean. before June 23rd, 1987. I adnit that the only answer I 


gct fron Hitler was that "in no country wes religion so free as in Gorneny"}] 


One couli only gasp, 
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The whole passage is nost misleecine and, even thouch I can renerber 
nothing but the rost desultory conversations with Mr. DODD, utterly inac- 
curate. What basis of truth there is in it, such as Hitler's intention to 
unite all Gornens, thereby cdoninatine Central Europe, DODD hes asserted to be 
ny <esire instead of merely e statement of Germany's clearly defined eins, 
sersonally I likec DODD end I believe he was a enmpetent historian, but 
the point of any conversations I hac with hin wes elweys that there wes 


only one way of stopping Fitler—en2 that wes by force. 


& Yours truly, 


NEVILE HENDERSON 


Certifie* true copy 


Dr. jur. Herbert KRAUS 


Frofessor of Jurisprudence 
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of oriz.) M A 
V. YP 


TIT 


Sworn Testimony of the 
S.R. FULLER T. 
of 18 October 1945 


ixcerpt 


This document bears the number 
EC 450 and has already been in*-o- 


duced in court by the prosecution, 


vr 
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Wot to be published unt 


il presented before the tribunal 


and then only that portion actually submitted 
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( Lribouna. in oeiifenitlionoer Sitzung und dann nur jenen 
"HL 4 ae , * x . WR CR E INS A coy PP AHET , eee PATE 1 
feil, welcher tatsaechlich zur PDeweisfuehr ang uebermittelt 


T —T r < - — ¢ "T -= . - p ~ ~ TT - - -— ~ PF - 
Ho iyOJiMKOBATPb AO TOrO, Kak IpoJIecTABAZoHo Ha rv6anu 


HOM 


p» = TT e J rwy mao AAOH! me — T nur Tre Jn" v^ e n 
saceZaHnNnn T0240 JAiaJia M TOJIBKO TY UacTPb, KOT ODaK ZAcTaBIcHkHa 


V tas 


B Hauvee mre MA RATAN z 
I2 Hatec i BE el, OKA saT OJL BC "m 
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(Page 200 of SCHACHT EXHISIT No 44 
orig.) 


Sworn testimony of 
S,R, FULLER jr. 
of 18 October 1945 


Excerpt 
Page 4 of the mimeograph at the bottom 


SCHACHT: " Colonies are necessary fo Germany. We shall get 
them through negotiation if possible; but if not, we shall 
take them," 

FULLER:  " You mentioned a little while ago th-t your necessary 
raw materials could not be obtained through German laek of foreign 


exchange, Would stabilization help you?" 


oe 20 8— 
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Schacht Exhibit No. 45 


o [< 9 


Minutes of the meeting of tho Reich 
Defense Council of 18 November 1938 


Excerpt 


ES —— 


Tho document beers the Number 2575 — FS. 


It hes elreedy beon introducod by tho 


prosocution in courte 
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(Page 202 of Orig.) Schacht Exhibit No. 45 


lopyli^», 17 November 1938 


Momorandun 
concerning the mooting of the Reich Dufonse Council (Roichsvortocifiicungs— 


[3 ret) on 18 Novomber 1938. 


Cheimment  Fiold Marshal GOERING 

All Roich Ministers end Stete Socrotearios, with a fow oxcoptions, 
were prosont 2s were tho Commendor-in-Chicf of tho Army, tho Conrendor-in- 
CRiof of tho Navy, the Generel Steff of tho three branches of the Arnod 
Forcos, Roichsloitor Bormenn for tho Deputy of tho Fuohror, Generel D- luogo, 
SS Mejor General (SS Grupnenfuchrer) Heydrich, tho Reich Labor Locdor 
Roichserboitsfuohror), tho Prico Control Commissar, the Frosidont of tho 


Reich Le bor Offic, end othors. 


the mecting consisted sclely of = three-hour locturo by tho Fiolà 


Mersh-l. No discussion took pleco. 


Iheso wers iho moss importent pointe misd at tho moctings 
DI. 2Oréünizei'ca of the Riich Dofenss Joell (Roichevorboidd gungsret t). 
Inu Roich Dotenre Council hed alz cady bocca cro&e;06 trough 
lecision o? tho cftinet in 197% enc 19:34, hut novor met. Through tho 
Rcish Dutsnss Iaw cf 4 Septcnber 1839 44 was roasuivated. Tho chairmenship 
1e vostod wv hes depvtircd’ Fod Marshal Gooring 2è hic poirmenont s 
4 | 
roproscnte.tivau. 
Ihe Ficld Mersh2j tormod it tho task of tho Roich  D.fonso 
ouncil to correleto all the sorcos of tho n' tion for eeecloratod building-ur 


of Gorman armamonte . .. 
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(Paco 203 of orig.) Schecht Exhibit No. 45 


c 
v 
09 
Ə 
Gl 


II. Tho Physicel Tasks, 


The assignment is to reiso tho lovol of exmement from a curront 


index of 100 to ono of 800. 


This go&l is confont6d by almost insupore ble obstacles because 


P. dy now thoro is a scercity of labor, boceuse factory capacity is 
fu. utilized, boctuso tho tasks of last sumer cxheusted our resorves of 
foro currency, and boc^use tho financial situetion of the Reich is serious 


end ow.. now shows e doficit, In spite of this, tho problom must be solved. 


I herewith certify the above copy is a truo and ecrroct copy of document 


Nuornborg, 28 Merch 1946 


Dr. jur. Horbort KRAUS 


D 


Professor of Jurisprudense 
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(Paze 201 SCHACHT Exhibit No, 46 
of orig. ) 


Record of a meeting with General 
Field Marshal GOERING of 14 October 


1938, 


$ Excerpte 


— — — ee e 0n —— 9 o oS +- ee @ Ca no o t TC m m II m 


This JdJocusen*' sears sho Ne, 


been iniroëvzoë in court by the 


Dr. SGHACKH™ aes not teen inita 
anynmers 3 Nee IX £g. 502088 
nis Q^.3 ss. PAH) AUC OGOD'; 

=. re - oe LR ‘cere wow =- wc > . ed - - vo > 
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(Page 205 SCHACHT Exhibit No, A6 
of orige) 


Record of a meeting with 


General Field Marshal GOURING of 14 Oct. 38, 


Paze 1, Nos J 007602. 
eee General Field Marshs1 GOERING opened the session by declaring that he 
intended to give directives about the work for the next nonthse Everybody 
knows from the press what the world situation looks like and therefore 

the Fuehrer has issued an order to hin to carry out a gigantic progran 


compared to which previous achievements oro insignificants ee 


eee Ho received the order from the Fuchrer to increase the armament to 

an 2bnornal extent, the air force having first priority. Within the shortest 
tine the air force is to be increased five fold, also the navy should 

zet armed more rapidly and the ary should procure large amounts of 
offensive weapons at a faster rate, p rticulorly heavy artillcry pieces 


end hea tonk3eoee 


cm we ap cm = u M awe -— Qu» cw aw) amp AP v e qm m dA UMP aub ce AP m m m m. c n ee Lp ee ew ee ee ee ee ae ee ee eae ee — = oo c  — 


I herewith certify that the above document is ^ true and correct 


copy from document 1307-PS. 


Nuernberz, 28 March 1946 Dr, jure Herbert KRAUS 


Professor of Jurisprudence 
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(Page 206 
0f Orig.) 


SCHACHT Exnibit No. 47 


ixcerpt from the minutes of a meeting 
ú * " ^X "ug - * io 
with General THOMAS on 11 March 1938, 


1500 hours. ( Already presented by the 


prosecution under Wo. ZC 421) 
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SCHACHT Exhibit No. 47 


Excerpt from the minutes of a meeting with 
l General ThOMAS 
on ll Marca 1938 at 1500 hours. 
Present: General TOMAS, Chef W Wi, W Rue, W Ro 
Lt. Col. BECKER, Lt. Col. DREIVS, 
Maj or Pe , end Capt ain ZINNEMANN 9 
Lt. Col. HUHUERM. 
Lt. Col. HUENERM reeds Directive of the Fuehrer of ll March concerning 
the "Action Otto" and informs us that "Economy War Service Law" has been 
put in force. ʻe then reads orders 1 and 2 and gives special orders to 
troops for crossing the Austrian border. after that eccording to a suggestio 


by SCAAC-T, no requests siiould take place but everything snould be put in 


Reichsmarks on an exchange basis of two shillings to one Reichsmark. 











I herewith certify that the above excerpt is a true and correct copy from 


tho PAPSS, of the meeting with General THOMAS of ll March 1988, 


Nuernberg, 11 March 194 . 
Dr. jur, herbert KRAUS 


Professor of Jurisprudence. 
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We, MaRTrA VON GRONEFZLD, Civ. X 046272, 
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294 april 1946 


snd WANDA S. TIBSZEN, 


vw ‘ 7 a i " 1 . " B ^ 
Civ., X 046265, hereby certify thet wo are thoroughly conversent with 
ho Thats el 
the English and German laengusgos; and thet the above is a true and 


correct transletion of the 


orizinol docunent. 


MATHA VON GRONENEZL: 
Civ., X 046272 

WANDA S. TISSZEN 
Civ 3 de 0.426 265 





Schacht Exhibit Nr, 48 
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DEFENSE DOCUMENT BOOK 


SUPPLEMENT 


Š HJALMAR SCHACH T, 


POES 
A submittod by 


Dre Rudolf Dix 


Attornsy= ate Law 


001000 
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Notice, 


Not to be published until presented before the tribunal 


in open court end then only that portion eectuelly submitted 


[4 


cos evidence, 


Ne pos publier event présentetion devant le tribunsl en 


audience publi^ue et seulement la o^rtie réellement versée. 


- 


J t a 


eu LOSSLlCT. 


Nicht zu veroeffentlichen vor Darlegung vor dem Gericht 


Man 5 p 3, i ^l af T^ m Ta -— O 4 J- - LE M 3 ^y^ -A ad 
(Tribunal) in oeffentlicher Sitzung unó dann nur jenen 


Teil, welcher tatsaechlich zur Beweisfuchrung uebermittelt 


v 


Wurco, 


He IyOÓJMKOBATb JO Tore, Kak IpeZcTaBJeHOo Ha II ÜJWuHOM 


sacenaHMau 'TpsoyHaJa M TOMBKO Ty UACTb, KoTopad IIpeAzcTab5Jera 


B KauecTBe JIOKASATGJPbCTBA. 
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I certify thet none of tbe documents incluted herein 
heve been denied bv the tribune) :nd thet this docurrent 
book hes beon exemined with the prosecution in accordance 


with the ruling cf the tribune” deted 4 ipril 1944. 


Jc certife eu’aucun des documents ci-inclus n’e ets 


contesta ner le Trihunrl, et cue ce livre de documents & été 


e + 


excniné mr le Ministére Public suivent Jes règles av Tribune, en 


date du - Avril 1946. 


ich beste: tire, dase keine der hierin entheltenen 
Dokumente vom Ccorichtshof rbgclehbnt wurden und dass dieses 
Dokumentenbuck femeinsem mit der wnklegevertretung durch- 
Fesehcn wurde, in Vebereinstimmune rit dor Entscheidung 


des Cerichtshofes vom 4. April 15:5, 


Unterschrift des Vertcidigers 
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Albert Speer August 2c, 1945. 


Adolf Hitler's memorandum concerning the tasks 


of the Four Year Plan — 1936 


This memorandum was given personally to me by A.H. in 1944, 
with the following statement: 

The lack of understanding of the Reich Ministry for Economics 
and the opposition of the German Economy against all, large 
scale plans induced him to elaborate this memorandum at Ober~ 
salzberg, 

He decided at that time to carry out a Four Year Plan and 
to put Goering in charge of it. On the occasion of Gocrinz!s 
appointment as the official in charge of the Four Year Plan he 
gave nim this menorandum, There are only 3 copies, ono of which 
he gave to me, 

Goering was apoointed (through decree in the Beichsgosetz- 
blatt) as the official in charge of tho Four Year Plan October 
18th 1936,'so that the memorandum might have been orizinated in 
Auzusb 1936 approximately, 

My secretaries XFMáith Macicra and Annemarie Kempf made this 


transcript in my office, for my archives in Nuernberg. 


(Signed) Albert Speer 
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The Political Situation 


Politics is the leadership and the course of the historical 
struggle for life of the nstions. The aim of these struggles is the 
maintenance of existence. Even the ideological struggles have their 
ultimate causes and receive their most profound imrulses from the aims 
of existence determined by the netional character of the netion. But 
telirions end ideologies are slwavs able to give to these struggles a 
particular bitterness end thus confer uron them a strong historicos 
imrressiveness. Thev leevc their imprint upon the historv of centurics. 
Nations zn? countries living within the boundaries of such idJeolorical 
er religious conflicts cannot seclude or exclude themselves from the 
events. Christienity and the migration of nations have determined the 
historical course of centuries. Mohammedanism has shaken the Orient xs 
well as the Occident likewise during half a millenium. The Reformation 
has driven the whole of central Europe within the srhere cf its 
consecuentes., The individual countrics were not able to exclude 
themselves from the events - either bv cleverness or bv a sourht for 
indifference. Since the outbresk of the French revolution the world 
drives, with a continously increasing noce, towards a new conflict, 
the extreme solition of which is Bolshevism, essence ar? foal of which 
is the elimination sn^the disrlecement of the hitherto leading social 
classes of the humunitv by the Jewry spread throurhout the world. 


No nation will bo able to avoid or keer from this historical 





conflict. Since Marxism - through its victorv in Russia - hes establia}? 





one cf the rrestcst Empires ss e bese of orncrations fcr its 





future oreraticns, this ‘vesticn hes becem ea threetening 








concrete offensive design, based on sn suthoriterion ideclogv,. opnroses 





a derocratic world which is idecloricallv snlite 

The means of military power cf this offensive dcsign are reridly 
increasing from verr te vear., One should comrere the essumrticns cf 
the military circles cf 10 cr 15 veers sro with the actually created 
Red Army cf to-day in crder to realige the acnrercus extent cf this 
development. One shovla consider the results cf a further develorment 
within 10, 15 cr 20 years in order to have an idea cf the conditions 


which wculd then occur. 
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Germany 


Germany vill have to be regardec, as it alrays was, as the focus of 


the occidental vorl ageinst the Bolshevistic attacks. I do not con- 


c3; 3 l 2 o ^ (0 , — = . . 1 -- £ Av An A. e : k. c "3 £D 5 

sicer this as A joyous mission but urf*tortunatc LY ^S & severe ciff Lculty 
t. 4 =) ^ a » ^ 3 ^ s Pa . ^ > "P 

nn. urcen un our notional Lif e, resulti n: E trom our Cisaivantagcous 


se lord dam o"edata dii Ev s ro — — o- 
rogrrcoc ne ^elng firm against Bolshevism; Germery ond Italy. The 


} aia "e 3 d ^t ow 1 Te ” LI x s 1 "^ " : Taer 
other notions et either chsintesr-tec by their Comocratie vry o 


the AS cmo $3.2 " E] : =: » " " L ay Le E] b ` 
une ciseernibie futuro, or ralec by suthoritari^n zOovermnents, the 


ry ^ TT ot- A^ D 1. » x * | $4 a Phe ^ . 24 . - ^ 
only strength of vhich ere the milita y mc^ns of porer, thich means 


1 La e e 4. j^ - (t ` d.~ ~ {e “p “ 2 ^ 2 ? 
thats; cue to the necessity of protecting the existence of their 
n0 eol: hn vm um. 51 , 
lescership rgninst their ov» people be the forcible mensures of the 
pi 1 P: I Y . Y ~e * L| WY 5 41 1 m < 
executiv over, they sre unrble to utilize these forcible measures 


outwnrcs for the protection of the nrtion. All these n: 
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T ie ^ot tho a3 af thia m * l^ 4. 
It is not the aim of this memor: à to prophesy the moment ct 


ves S ra ia Ta ` \ > & s , 7 - e 2 
"Chica the untenrble situation in -urope vill reach the stnge of onen 


I vont only to express in these lines my conviction that this 
crisis ernnot "n? vill not fail to come, snc thet Germany he 


" - 7 ~ 4° EJ - * a re , X * 
Cuty Oi scouring her existence arrinst this est-stronh: » T2th all 
us allen i - . -- -— 


meene snc to protect herself from it 











| 








I 





H0798-0113 
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and. that this obligation gives rise to a series of consequences 
concerning the most important tasks ever imposed uoon our nation. 


Hor a victory of Bolshevism over Germany would not lead to a 
a ee 


Versailles Treaty but to a definitive annihilation and even to an 





extermination of the German nation. 


The extent of such a catastrophe cannot be ostinsted. «as in 


general, western Burope (Germany included) would experience after a 


td 


Olshevist collapse, the most horrible catestropne humenity hes 
known since the disaooearence of the nations of antiquity. With 


respect to the necessity of werdinz off this Ganzer, all other 





Considerations must be relezated to the be ckzround as convlete 





Germany's Jefense Canvability: 


Ger: zany ts defense capability is based uvon several factors. As the 
first, I would like to emphasize the inner value of the German nation 


in itself. The German nation politically well-led, ideologically 


strengthened and nilitarily well orzsnized represents certainly the 


rj 


world's nost valuable resistance factor today. née pelitical leader~ 
ship is secured by; the Netional Socialist Party, the ideological 


unity nas been promoted since the victory of National Socielisn 


to an extant never reached before, Based upon this consideration, 
it must be deopened and strengthened. more and more, This is the 


n°; Y 
|^ ` 


aim of the nationel socialistic education of our netion. 


Ihe military exploitation shall ve ac complished through the 


v^ e "^^t be | 
si WwW er: 2e 


ze extent and the pace of the military exoloitation of our 





Strength cannot be too large or too rapid. 


— -- -——— - — + —— 


It is a major error to believe that on this point 
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any compromise or comparison with ether necessities of life could 
come into being. However much the entire aspect of life of a nation 
should be a well-balanced one, some one-sided shiftinzgs to the 
detriment of other, not so vital tasks, must be undertaken at certain 
If we do not succec lc the Gernan army, within 


the shortest period, to be the first army in the world with respect 


to training, settinz-up of units, equivment and above al also ip: 


peri ods. 











eoim ducation, Germany will be lest, Here the basic principle 
is that what wes neglected in the months of peace cannov be made up 
for in centuries. Thus, all other. desires nave to be unconditionally 


subordinated to this task, 





for this task means the life and the preservation of life, and 





all other desires ~ however much they might bo comprehensible in 
other periods =- are unimportant or even dangerous to the continuation 
of life and therefore are to be rejected. Posterity will not ask us 
sone day according to which methods, considerations or opinions valid 
today we have carried out the rescue of the nation, but if we have 


carrica it out. And it will be no excuse some day for our comfall 


p if wo refer at that tine to the Jnfellible methods which, unfertun- 
ately, caused our ruin, & 


Germany's Economic Situatiog 

Just as the political movement in eur nation has only one goel, the 
oreservation of our existence, i.e. the securing ef all spiritual and 
other prerequisites for the self maintenance of our nation, so tac 
economy nas also, only this identical zoal, The nation does not live 
for tne economy or for the leaders of the economy, fer the economic 
Or finencinl theories, but finance end economy, the leaders of the 


economy and all theories have to scrve exclusively this struz-le fer 


the Maintonanes of our nation. 
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cut Germany's economic situation — briefly summarized - is the following: 

1) We are over povuleted and our country does not yield the food we 
need. 

2) If our nation has 6 or 7 millions unemployed, the food situation 
will be improved as a result of the non-existing purchasing power 
of these pveovle. 

Lt makes a difference of course if 6 millions people have 40 marks to 

soend in a month or 100 Mark; . 

It shall net be overleoked that this is a matter which concerns 

itself with one third of those people who have to earn their living, 
"s wnich means converted with respect to the entire population that, 
tnrough the national — socialistic economic policy, aporoxinately 

=O million people gained an increase in their standard of living from 

a naxinum average of 59 Marks a month to at least LOO to 120 Marks. 

this means an increased and comorehensible rush on the food market. 

Z) But on the other hand if there is no increase of labor, a high 
percentage of the nation must be gradually withdrawn from the body 
of the nation, es valuable factor, es a result of undernourisihnent. 

= Therefore the nost imoortant task of our econonic policy — despite 
f 
the difficult food situation — is to see thet the prerequisites for 
normal consumption are created through the incorvoration of all 
Germans into the economic process. 

4) Insofar as this consumotion concerns items of general utility, it 
can be effected to a large extent by an increase of production. 
Insofar as this consumotion affects the food market, it cannot be 
setisfied from tne darei of the internal German economy. The 
reason is that the outyut of numerous products can be increased 


vitaout difficulty but the yield of our agricultural production can 


no longer be substantially increased. 
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Likewise it is impossible for us to produce artificially or otherwise 

to replace single raw materials which we do not possess in Germany. 

5) It is however of no importance to state these facts again and again, 
i.6. to state that we need food or raw materials: what is decisive 
is to take those measures which can bring a final solution for the 
future and a temporary eesing-up of conditions during the transition 
period. 

6) The definitive solution lies in an extension of our living space, 
i.e. an extension of the raw materials and food basis of our nation. 
It is the task of the political leadership to solve this question 

& at some future tine, 
7) The temporary easing-up of conditions can be found only within our 
t present economy. In this instance, the following must be stated: 

a) Since tne Germen nation will be increasingly dependent upon imvorts 


for her food, and likewise certain raw materials also have to Ye 


O 


Sup2lied from abroad under all circumstances, all efforts have 
to be made in order to render vossible this inoortation. 


b) The increase of our own exoorts is theoretically »vossible but 





d» actually not very probable. Germany does not export to a political 
or economic vacuum, but into greatly disputed areas. Measured 
on tne scale of the general international econonic depression, 


our export trade has fallen = not only not more — but less than 


— — 





that of other nations and countries. 
however, since the food inport as a whole cannot be substantially 


recuced but rather rises, a belance must be found by other means. 
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c) It is however invossible to utilize certain currencies designed 
for the purchase of rev materials for the import of food if the 
other branches of the German economy are not to receive an enni- 


hilating blow. But above all it is absolutely impossible to do this 


I must reject here with 





the utmost vehemence the conception, according to which a limitation 
of national armaments, i.e. a limitation of the production of weapons 
and ammunition can bring about an "enrichment" in raw materials 
which eventually could be profitable to Germany in case of ware. 
Such a conception is based upon a comolete misunderstanding = to 
3$ put it mildly — of the task and militery requirements lying before 
us. . Because even a successful saving of raw materials attained for 
instance through a limitation of the production of ammunitions, means 
only that we pile up these raw materials during a peace period in 
order to manufacture them only in case of war, i.e., we deprive 
ourselves of ammunition during the most critical nonthe and we have 
instead the crude copper, lead or »oerhaps iron, But in this case it 
would we still better if the nation enter the war without havine a 
single kilogram copoer on stock but with well supolied ammunition 
Guaps, than with empty anuzunition dumps Put so-called "enriched" 
raw Material depots. 
"ar makes possible the mobilization of even the last metal supplies. 
vor tais is then not an economic problem, but a question of will 
exclusively. nā the national-socislistic leadership of the nation 
will have the will and also the determination and the severity 
necessary to solve these problems in case of ware. 
Much more important, however, is to prepare fer the wer during the 


peace. Sut moreover the fellowing has to be stated in this respect: 
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There is nc prerareti-n whatsoever of raw materials fcr the war 


nor is there any rrenaration of foreirn currencies. It is cften 


tried tcedav to so present the situation thet Germany entered the 


war in 1914 with well prerared cuantities cf raw material. This is 


Le 


a lie. Nc ccuntrv is able to prepare in advance the cuantities cf 
row meterials recuired fcr a var if this wer sheul4 last longer 
than, let is say, one year. But sheild a netion ever be ina 
position to prepare thome ouantitics cf raw materials for cne vear 
ahead, then its political, military and economic leatership merits 
hanginge Fer thev are already stocking ur the available copper and 
iron instead of turning out ¢grenedes. "ut Germany entered the orld 

* Wer without rnv supplies whatsoever. The anrnerent reace time 
wurplies which were available at this time in Crcrmanv were mere than 
comrensated for and devaluated bv the miserable war surrlies of 
ammuniticne 


Besides, the ecusntities of wer meterial recevired for a work ere so 





large thet <n effective rrerearstion ^f stocks for n lone Auration 





hes never ccn realized in history 
As fer as the securing of sunnlics bv meens cf necumulstion 
of foreign currencies is concerned it is obvious that: 


1) War can develuate at any time foreign currencies as fer as they 





de nct ccnsist of gcld 

2) there is no guarantee at oll durinr the war cf realizing the 
tronsformetion even of gold inte raw mctoris?s. Germeny still 
during the World Ver ve ry lerge currency assels in nur reus 
countries. But for these assets ou: rise lenders cf politics] 
economy were nct able te suvvly Germenv. with sufficient oucntities 
cf fuel, rubber, copper and tin. It is e ridiculous nonsense if 
somebody asserts the contrery. For this reason, end in order to 


secure the fcod suvplies of our netion, the following cormulsory 


tesks result: 


It is not cncuch tc esteblish from time to time a row material or 
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it is necessary to provide all 


wer Stonomy durinz peace tine,. but 


dhoso cans for peace tine food sunnlv end above all for warfare, 


wich can «a secured through human energy and activity, Consequently 

I draw the followings program for a final solution of our vital 

necessities: 

1. Parallel with the military and political armament and mobilization 
of our nation, must occur the economic one and this in the same 
tempo, with the same determination and if necessary with the sez 
ruthlessness, In the future the interests of individual sentlemen 
cannot play any part. There is only one interest, and that is the 
interest of the nation, and only one conceotion, which is that 
Gernany must be brought politically and economically to the point 
of self-sufficienWy. 

2. for tiis purpose, foreizn currency rust be saved in all those 
fields where necds can be satisfied by German production, in order 
that it may be used for those necessities which under all 
circumstances can be fulfilled only by imports. 

oe 3. In this sense, the erman fuel production must now be developed 

with the utmost speed and brought te the definitive conoletion 
within 18 months. This task must be handled and executed with 
the same determination es the waging of a war; since on its 
solution depends the future conduct of the war and not ona 
stocking up of gasoline, 

J. Tas gscecafU]y7t4nn.af. synthetic robocr must be also organized 
and secured with the same rapidity. The affirmation, that the 
procedures night not be quite determined and similar excuses 
must not be heard from now on, The question under discussion £m 
not whether we will weit any longer, otherwise the time will be 


lost, and the hour of danger will take all of ne umewiTe. Above 


all, it is not the-tegk a£ the aoxgoramental 
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econonic institutions to rack thcir brains over production 
methods. This matter does not at all concern the Ministry 
of Economics. Either we have today a private economy, then it 
is its task to rack its brains about production methods, or 
wo believe that the determination of the production methods 
is the task of government; then we do not need the private 
economy any longer. 

5. Tho question of production costs of those raw materials is 
also of no importance, since it is still more profitable for us to 
preduce expensive tires in Germany and utilize them, than to 

d sell theoretically cheap tires, but for which the Minister 
of Scononics cannot grant any foreign currency, which therefore 
cannot be produced because of the shortage of raw materials 
and consequently cannot be utilized. If indeed we are obliged 
to build up an internal cconomy in the autarchic sense ~ and 
we are obliged to do it, since the problem will certainly not 
be resolved through lanentations and the recognition of our 
nocds for foreizn currency ~ then the price of raw materials, 


individually considered, does not any longer play a decisive 





part, Furthermore, it is necessary to increase the Vernan iron 





production to its utmost limits. The objection, that we are 
not able to produce a similarly cheap raw iron with the Gernan 
ore which contains 26% of iron, as with the Swedish ores 
containing 45% of iron etc. is of no importance, since we were 
not asked what we would prefor to do, but what we can do. The 
objection, that in this case all Cernan blast-furnaces will 
have to be transformed is also unimportant, and above all it does 
not concern the Ministry of “conomics. he Ministry of fco- 
nomics has only to set the tasks of the national economy, the 
private economy has to fullfil them, But if the private 
economy considers itself unable to do this, then the 


national-socialistic state will know by itself how to resolve 


the probleme 
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Desides, during 1000 years Germany did not have any foreign 
iron ores. Evon before the war, more German iron ores have 
been processed than during the tine of our worst decline, 


Nevertheless 





It is furthermore necessary to prohibit the distillation of 


potatoes into alcohol., The fuel must be gained from the earth 
and not from potatoes. Instead of this we have tho duty to 
utilizo any possible free farm area for tho purpose of feeding 
iumans or animals or of the cultivation of fibrous materials. 
Furthermore it is necessary to make the supply of industrial 
sreases indepencent of the imports within the shortest time 
and to nect it with our coal. This vroblem is resolved chemi- 
cally and it actually cries for its realization. The German 
economy will understand the new economic tasks or it will show 
tsclf incapable of existing any longer in this modern tine 
during which the Soviet state builds up a gigantic plan. 
ny will be 


But then not Serna ruined, but only sone ccononists. 





It is furthermore necessary to increase the extrection of other 
ores, without considerinz the cost, end specially to increase 
the production of light metals to its utmost limit, in order to 
find a substite material for certain and other metals. 

Finally, it is also necessary for the armament, to utilize if 
possible already at this time those materials which will have 
to be and will be used in case of war instead of the precious 
metals, It is better to think over and resolve those problens 


durin: peace-tine than to wait for the next wer, na to under- 





teze : only then, within the framework of the numerous tasks, 





those economic «tions end methodilozical experiments. 














eds 
In short; I deem it necessary that now with iron determination 
a 100% self-sufficiency be attained in all those fields whero 
it is possible and that in this manner not only the national 
supely with these nost important raw naterials will become 
independent from foreign countries, but that thereby the forcign 
exchange will be saved which we need in peacetime for the in- 


port of our food. I want to emphasize in this connection that 


I sec in these tasks the o ogsible onomic mobilization 





there is, and not in a limitation of armament industries in 





eacee time for the m f sevineg and accunulatine 





Materials for wer. 
In addition however, I deem it necessary to carry out at once 
a re—exaninetion of the outstanding foreign exchange clains of 
German industry abroad. There is no doubt that the outstanding 
Claims of our industry today are quite enormous. And there is 
also no doubt that this is to conceal partly the abominous 
intcntion to own for all eventualities certain reserves abroad 
which are thereby removed from internal seizure. I see inita 
deliberate sabotage of national preservation or the dcfense of 
the Reich, respectively, and I therefore deem necessary the 
passage of two laws by the Reichstag. 
1) A law providing capital punishnent for industrial sabotaze 
and 
2) a law making Jewry in its entirety answerable for danages 
done to German industry and thereby to the German nation-i 
by individual members of this criminal group, 
The only fulfillment of these taska in the form of a several yoars 
plan, making our national economy independent from foreign 
countries, will make it possible to demand sacrificee of tho 
German nation in the field of industry and food. For then the 
nation has a right to demand of its leadership to which it 
gives blind recognition, that it tackloe these problems alsa 


in this field with 
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unheard of and resolute work and does not only talk about then, 
that it solves them and does not only register them: 

Almost four precious ycars have passed now, There is no 
doubt that we could be complete ly independent from abroad alrcady 
today in the field of fuel, crude rubber and partly also iron ore 
supplics. Just as we produce 700,000 or 800,000 tons of zasoline 
at the present time we could be producing three million tonse Just 
as we produce several thousand tons of rubber we could already be 
producing 70,000 or 80,000 tons per yoare Just as we increascd our 
iron ore production fron 2} million tons to seven million tons we 
could process 20 or 25 million tons of German iron ore and if 
necessary also 30 millions. Ono has had enough time now to find 
out what wo cannot do. It is now necessary to carry out whet we 
are able to doe 

I herewith set the following task; 

I. The German Army must be ready for combat within 
4 years. 
II. The Cerman economy must be mobilized for wer 


within 4 yoars., 
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Adolf zitler's memorandum concerning tho tasks 


of tne Four Year Plan -- 1956 


inis memorandum was given *ersonally to me by A.E. in 1924, 


wita tae following statement: 


s.p 
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ike lack of understanding of the Reich Ministry for Economics 
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scale plans induced him to elaborate tnis memorandum at Ober 


"e 
do decided at that time to carry out a Four Ycar Plan and 
to put Coering in charge of it. On the occasion of Goorinz's 
ap dointment as the official in charge of the Four Year Plan he 
Fave nir this memorandun. wnere are only 3 cooies, ono of waich 


ie gave to me 
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Politics is tho Leadership and the course of the historical 
strugsle for life of the nationse The aim of these Strugsles is the 
maintenance of existence, Even the ideological struzzles have their 
ultimate causes and receive their most profound impulses from the ains 
o: exiete..ce determined by the national character of the nation. But 


relizions and ideolocies are always able to give to these stm e>les a 


7 A - ct yer " c m "T * 2nwvaoa t ^3 ^ a 2 mA cu^ nes M " JOY} Te. : c le yey (NOT ^ tt ^ ct 
20 2 avs +104 ano C v Vee 1 de det V.S. Yy 7: 4 . he 5 tO e: Ww s'e Cenvuries, 
NT B mun 1735 tans " 3 ape i tet. 4- cose us. m n : 0] P or 
aticns and countries Living wita: we 920unQ&r'es of such ideolszica 


or 7cligious conflicts enn not seclude or exclude the:selves from the 


evezidi Christianity and sh: migration cf nations have determined the 
nist>rical course of centuri cs, Mohammedaanisn has Saaren the Criont as 
well as the Occident likewise durinz half a millc nium, the Reformation 
has Griven the whole cf central Bursve within the sphere of its 


consequences, +e l1nOolviQu2zl countries were not able to exclude 
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menscives fron the cvents — either by cleverness or by a souzht for 
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lnaü-ifer nco, Vince tho outbreak of the frencn revolution the world 
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the extreme solution of waich 18 —OolL1snevism, essence and zoal of which 
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ls the elimination end the 4J951acc..nt of the hitherto ler: ne social 
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Classes of the w fanity by the Jewry sorcaá throushout the world. 
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Genocratic worla whi^4 is ideolozically split. 
The means of mili wary Mower of this offensive design are ranidlyv 
> COR un ddp we T aM y= = = oo * - +>” w' OMA is yee ev Ww e v t 
increasing from vear to ycar,. One should compare the 8ssurotions of 
tae military circles of LO o^ 15 vwe-rs ao with the actually created 


devolopment. One should consider the results of a further develomnent 


within 13, 15 or 20 yoars in oréer to nave an idea of the conditions 
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enc urcen upon our national life, resulting from our óissdvantezcous 


nosition in Europe. ut ve can not avoid this destiny. Jur political 
sition results from th» follorine: 
presently thore are only tvo netions in Europe which enn be 
remsrecd ne heing firm against Bolshevism; Germeny snd Italy. Th; 
other netions are either Chsintogr-tec by their Cumoerstie r^y of 
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cutisres for the protection of the netion. 111 these notione would be 
unrole a& onytime to wage a ver rgrinst Rusein with any ori ct of 
Success, 
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detrinont of other, not so vital tasks, m 
veloping the German army, within 


if we do not succeed in de 
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if we rezer at thaat time to the infallible methods which, unfortun- 
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AXUTMmeny's Sconomic Situstion 


nation has only one zoal, 


vust as the politicel nove 
pr-servation of our existence, i.e. the securinz of oll sviritual and 
other »roroquisitos for the self mai: tenance of our nation, so the 
economy ms also, onl: this identical zoal., The nation does not live 
for tue economy or for the loaders of the economy, for the economic 
or financial theories, but finarce -nd economy, the leaders of the 
lusively this struz-le for 


a theo 


and all 


gta en be a 


m 
V we dee) 
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cut Germany's economic situation - briefly summarized —- is the folloving: 


1) We are over pooulated and our country does not yield the food we 


e 


ne ed. 
9) if ovr nation has 6 or 7 millions unemployed, the food situation 


will bc improved as a result of the non—cxisting ourchnasirgz power 


It makes a difference of course if 6 millions peoole neve 40 marks to 
soend in a month or 100 Marke. 

It shell not be overlooked that this is a natter which concerns 
itself with one third of those oeoole who have to carn their living, 
wilch means converted with respect to the entire population that, 
tnarousa the national + socialistic economic oolicy, &»»roxinately 
20 million peoole gained an increase in their standard of living fron 


e ^ -- eT 4 Th Pd e -o za ^1 wv m~ v de `~ x ^ ? Me 5 
a Maximum everaze oi 39 Merks a month to at least 100 to 120 Marks. 
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nls means an inersased and comorehensible rush on the food market. 
"A. wa ; a z i 
>= + ee 1 E ú m ^ = 1 * m - a . . J - E - : 2: a = 
oj HUT On tue other nand if taere is no increase of labor, a high 
" " = + ^ e e Aw 4 ^ » e la ^ Ta yw dv 
percentase of the nation rust be gradually withdrawn fron the body 


QU Te e NE 2n "las. ~ E E 4 -- (^ d eq «m ^ *A >s 3 le 
i tne nation, es valuadle factor, es a result of undernourishnent. 
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42oercrore the most imortant task of our economic policy ~ despite 
3n ~ - = £3 ae 4 > ^. ~ —M 2 dos 4 2 s c 2 e ~ Ta - - ~ * - $ 2 , 
ae aQiifiiicult food situation = is to see thet the vrerequisites for 
. CE 


normal consumption are created throush the incorooretion of all 


Germans into the economic process. 

4) Insofa s this consumotion concerns items of zeneral utility, it 
can be effected to a large extent by an increase of production. 
Insofar as this consumotion affects the food market, it cannot be 


setisftica from tne sources of the internal German economy. the 
son is that tne output of numerous products can be increased 
cicultural production can 


difficulty but the yield of our a 


“st 


k TM oaa aa ^ 5 T e = m = as 
no longer be substantially increased. 
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It is however irpossible to utilize certain currencies designed 


for the purchase of rew materials for the import of food if the 


M 


other branches of the German economy are not to receive an »snni- 


zan T a. $ ^ *s 1 ym 3 Ps am | p : 3 |a ~T ap S ^^ owt 7 — + do 1. 2 
ilating olow, Sut above all it is absolutely impossible to do thig 
———————— re mper PE poppe at cele RÀ 

ry de ^ Rra ~ ej" "& ^ E iuam - T an ~ d ^ Ta ^ ea Ta 

I %9 expenses oi the neticnal armament. I must reject here with 








tie utmost venenence the conceotion, according to which a limitation 


Os national armaments, i.e. a limitation of the production of weapons 


E 


- — Ó : : Te otio ani R4 fo a laei nace 2 -— e 
ena omiunition can bring about an 'enrichuen' n raw meterie 


"clean eventually could be profitable to C-raany in case of war 


ouc a conception is based upon a comolete nisunderstanding — to 


~ 
nem) 


ouv it mildly — of the task and nilit ary requirements Lying before 


$04. ~ ~~ 174 3-44 + 5 nd 4^. m^ 3 qt en s 3 1 TA 
Lnstance tarougzai a linitation of the procuction of ammunitions, means 


only that we pile up these raw materials during a peace perio 
> 9 4^ + . rae ~ 9 — J «9 e . -y ^ - Z $S- 
oraer to .anufacture toen only in case of wor, l.e, we deprive 


7 4 1 


` >- T em ^ - q - t. » ^ | y 2 2 ~ A ^ E - Ta 
MESCLVES OL ennunition during the nost critical nonths and we have 


t, e + af + ^ c mI} mm^ Oy le ^ y "n4 ^" RAK +" v^ R ~ : 7443 u ANAA ; + 
LAS buc. ULIS CPUCGS Co d Jer $ cad or JCT 11 we 53 one “Uv in til S UOC lv 
oan TA “a + = 7 - ^^ so ~ $ m^ . + ls 6 s ^ 44 — "n6 =- 
woula oe still better if the nation enter the war without hav nz a 


za a = MP e - - =~ qm qa - a“ 1 ^ « 1 T. 7 be iks | 1 mm o r Saws] om $ 
zle kilogram copoer on stock but with well supnyliec surmunition 


«UIps, taan with enpty armunition dumps but so-called "enriched! 


“ar makes possible the mobilization of even the la:t metal supplies. 
sor tuis is then not en econoni oroblemn, but a question of will 
exclusively. And the naticnal-socialistic leadership of the nation 
will have the will and also :.e determination and the severity 
necessary to solve these problems in case of wor. 

“ach more impor .nnt, however, is to prepare for the war during the 


* "T, 2 Te. w^ - > & e A ^ E ss -a - , de m a S u^ "a ¥ - - - 
9eece. Sut moreover thre follovinz has to be steted in tais respect: 
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-ncre is no preparation whetsoever of raw materials for the war 


nor is taere any preparation cf forcien currencies. It is often 


e 


tried today to so present the situation that Germany entered the 


Im. 


wer in 1414 with well prepared quantities of raw material, ini 


a 
EU. 


A lilo, 40 country is able to prepare in advance the quantities of 


~ ^g =- : m. 5 4 ^. J P e : -7 4 cw 3 ~~ ~~ - w - 
row neaterlials required for a war if this war siiovld last Lonzer than, 
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turnings out frenades, But Ferman: entered the Yorld War without any 
Su-.lies whatsoe ne ey varent peace tinue supolics which were 
aveilacle et this tine in Germany were Loro than cc ipeysatcd for 
and. devaluated by the miserable war suoolies of ammunition. 
Sesides, the guertitios of wer naterial required for a war are so 
large tuat ar. effective vreveration of stocks fora lonz duration 

rao v Sit nO SIO 01 SBUv9cXS Tor & loni duration 
4^g nover becn realized in history, 

äs fer as toc securing of supolies by moans of eecunwletion of 
forcisn currencies is concerned it is obvious toet: 
1) War cen devaluate ^t any tine toreign currencies as far as they 
do not cousist of cold 

2) tuere is no guarantee at all during the wer of realizizn= tho 


Tt L3 1.7 "m n , 
ven - ' ~~ ^. - e * - ^ (bur ~ zl -— s - - -- ^^ d oam yas ay e4 
Elas tae sorla -ar very large currency assets in nunerous 
CC Ste es Zut TAY + aD «3 cs m t er 57^ v0.03 co 1 o> 4 * 2 + 43 ] 
Judd UL LO — h c Taes CoooÀDvu59 Ou. LSG leoüc rs OZ oli LCAL 


economy were not able to supply Yermeny with sufficient quantitics 


Sccure t.i¢ food supplies of our na lon, the following ccapvlsory 
* .- . e 


meet Cunouz. to establish fron tinc to time rew material or 
ne — ML ee 
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forcign currency belance, or t^ -seak of a preparation of the 
a ioroign currency delay E ILLI OQ. & preparation of the 


war economy durinz peace time 2 but it is necessary to vrovid > all 


taoge means for peace tine food s waly and above all for werfare, 


wich can be secured through hunan energy and activity, Consequently 





I draw the followinz program for . final solution of our vital 
necessitiess 
le Parallel with the niliter; and »^liticel armanent and movdilization 


of our nation, must occur tle economic one and this in the san 


do, sut e Te a ae 2 om =~ = = = oe. bs ^" Ps) $ X r% "oes ~ nen 
venpo, with tae sane &eter--instion and if necessary with the sone 

T CX a i ee See 9 1 ls $. s 2 ~% a 8 1 e 9 is e ^ K. 
ruthlessness, 4h tlre fu turc taue interests of individual sentlemen 


are 


cannot play any narte -—.6re9 i” only one interest, and that is the 
interest of the nation, and onl” or conccstion, which is that 
Germany must be brous sht polit --y and economically to the point 
of sclf-sufficienüy. 


Se for tiis purpose, foroi gi currency must be saved in all those 


can be satisfied by German production, in order 
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f 
taat it may be used for those recessities which under all 


circumstances can be fulfilled only; by imports. 


G2 


Se In tais sense, the ferman fuel Sroduction must now be developed 


with the utnos speed and brous te the definitive commletion 


&-:" M 


vitzin 18 months. This task must be handled and executed with 
tae same determination es the ws ing of a wars since on its 
solution depends the future conduct of the war end not on a 
stocking up of zasoline, 

we Tho unss-agroduction nf cyntnetic ruber must be also orzanized 
end secured with the sane ravnidit:, The affirmation, that the 


procedures might not bo quite c.vermined and siriler excuses 
must not be heard fron now one “he question under discussion is 


not " "ur : «3 E c - ^-^ l^ 79» on 
not wheth ve will weit any longer, otherwise the tine will be 


4. s * Ta 2 ^ 23 3 ie "- » ~ e ae ^ a i p 
lost, end the hour OI aanzer W... take all of us unaware e Above 
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economic institutions to rack their brains over production 
methods. This mattcr does not at all concern the Ministry 

7 r 3 vnd Wis ha 1. ing * e" to 9x T7 th m it 
sf S9cononics,. Sitner we have today a prive te economy, then 


its task to rack its brains about production methods, or 


Li 
Ln 


wo bolieve that the determination of the production methods 
is the task of sovernnent; then we do not need the private 
economy any lonzer. 
Se The question of production costs of those raw materials is 
also of no importance, since it is still more profitable for us to 
preduce expensive tires ir Gernany and utilize then, than to 
sell theoretically cheap tire., vut for ich the Minister 
of “conomics cannot zrent any forcign currency, which therefore 


cannot be produced because of the shortage of raw meterials 
and consequently cannot be utilized. If indeed we are oblized 
to build up an internal econo: in the autarchic sense - and 
we are obliged to do it, since the problem will certainly not 
0e resolved through lanentetions and the recognition of our 
needs for forcicn currency = then the price of raw naterials, 
individually considered, does rot any Lonzer play & decisivo 


~ 
á T aa m L] r "pas wee F + |. z^ v 3 3^ M 
part, Furthermore, it is necessary to increase the Fernan iron 


- 


production to its utmost linits, The objection, that we are 

not able to produce a similarly cheap raw iron with the Gernan 
ore waich contains 26% of iron, as with the Swedish ores 
containing 45% of iron etc. is of no importancc, since we were 
not asked what we would prefer to do, but what we can do. The 
jbieecetion, thet in this case all Ferman blast—furneces will 

have #0 be transformed is also unimportant, and above all it does 
not eoneern the Ministry of ^e^nomice. The Ministry cf goy- 
nomics has only to set the ti.ss of the national economy, the 


private economy has to fullfil them. But if the privete 


econony considers itself unable to do this, then the 


national-socialistic state will know by itself how to resolve 
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esides, during 1000 years Germany did not have any foreign 
iron ores. Even before the war, more German iron ores have 
been processed than during the time of our worst decline. 


Nevertheless, if we still have the possibility of inporting 





L4 3 


cheaper ores, then it is all ri ht. The existence of the 


national econonv and especially of the conduct of war = 





must not ócpend on this. 

It is furthermore necessary to oroLhibit tho distillation of 
potatoes into 8lcolol. The fuel must be gained fron the earth 
and not from potatoes. Instead of this we have the duty to 
utilize any possible froe farr ^& for the purpose of feeding 
nunans or animals or of the cul ivation of fibrous materials. 
Sartnernore it is necessary to ke the supply of industrial 
=sreases independent of the inpo ts within the shortest time 
ana to meet it with our coal. Tiie problem is resolved chemi- 
cally and it actually cries for its realization. The German 
economy will understand the new economic tasks or it will show 
itself incapable of existing ser, longer in this modern tine 
during which the Soviet state builds up a gizentic plan. 


But then not Gerneny ny will be ruined, but only some ccononists. 


T E md . le ; ^ a - - E 7 Ta y , ~y 3 eim" laa 

4t is furthermore necessary to i: crease the extrection of other 
-— $ lamg d» RET TT- wa VOTIS ass ; ses a eae i s - $ 

ores, without considerinz the -t, and specially to increase 


te production of light metals to its utmost limit, in order to 
find a substite material for certain and other metals. 


finally, it is also necessary for the armament, to utilizo if 


IS 
S 
< 
© 


possible already at this tine t..5se materials which wil 
to be and will be used in case of war instead of the precious 
t is better to think ~er and resolve those problens 


CUrina3 o9eace—- tine, than to wait "or the next wer, and to under- 
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In short; I deem it necesse ry that now with iron dcterninstion 
a l805.sclf-sufficion^y te attained in all those fields where 

it is possible and that in this manner not on y the national 
supely with these most important raw materials will become 
independent from foreign countries, but that thereby the foreign 
cxchenge will be saved which we nocd in peacetime for the in- 
port of our food. I want to emphasize in this connection that 
economic mobilization 


"^ : ; $3 » S uA OI cod : 
l scc im these tasis tho only possible 
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peace tine for the pumose of -vinz end accumulating raw 





naterials for wr. 

In eddition however, I decm it icecssery to carry out 2b once 
& re-exeninstion of the outstencding forcizm exchange claims of 
Gorman industry abroad. There is zo doubt that the outstanding 
cweing of our industry today ^^: quite enormous, And there is 
also no doubt that this is to conceal partly the aboninous 
intention to own for ell eventirlities certain reserves abroad 
Walch are thereby removed from internal seizure. I sce in ita 
deliosrate sabotage of national preservation or the defense of 


»- 


Ta p. >a ^ w yn : "E — ^ m . - ws =| ~ T^ A m oar - Ta 
the Meich, respectively, ena I therefore deen necessary the 


eU 


passage of two laws by the tcichstag, 


~ < t 


1) å law providing capital runishnent for industrial sabotage 
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es Y^ d 
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Cone to vcrmen industry «4 thereby to the Verman nation 
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oy inciviaual members of ais crininol group. 
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ne oniy fulfillment of these tasks in the form of a several years 
plan, making our national econemy independent from foreign 


> 


countrics, will make it possible to demand sacrifices of the 
German nation in the ficld of : dustry and food. For thon the 


nation has a right to demand of its Leadership to which it 


gives blind recognition, that |, tackles these problems also 


in this field with 
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unheard of and resolute work ar? does not only talk about them, 
that it solves them and does not only register then: 

Almost four precious years have passed now. There is no 
doubt that we could be conpletc y independent from abroad already 
today in the field of fuel, crvuc rubber and partly also iron oro 
supolics. Just as we produce 700,000 or 800,000 tons of gasoline 
at the present time we could be producing three million tons. Just 
as wc produco scvcrel thousand tons of rubber we could already be 
producing 70,000 or 80,000 tons »er ycar, Just as we increased our 
iron ore production fron 25 million tons to seven million tons we 
could process 20 or 25 million ons of Ferman iron ore and if 
necessary also 36 millions. Onc zas had enough time now to find 
out what we cannot do. It is now necessary to carry out whet we 
are ablo to do. 

I herewith set the following task: 


I. The German Army must be ready for combat within 


c ycars, 
TT IT. s Gr, — - T = 2 . . - 
Lie ine Yerman economy must be mobilized for war 


within 4 years. 
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